SURVEYING THE CROSS
Pursuing An Increasingly Cross-Centered Life During Lent

For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 1
Corinthians 2:2
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INTRODUCTION: A STRATEGY FOR THE CROSS-CENTERED LIFE1
The Apostle Paul gave his purpose statement for life when he said: “For I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 1 Corinthians 2:2.”
The Christian who reads Paul’s passion for centering on the Cross knows at once that we
should follow Paul’s example. Our Lord died for our sins on the Cross. Like Paul, we should
focus on the Cross with single minded purpose.
But we wonder. What does it mean to know nothing but Christ and him crucified? What
does it look like to know nothing but Jesus and the Cross? How do we go about being Crosscentered?
I remember hearing pastors in the pulpit stress being cross-centered, yet even after years
as a Christian, I wasn’t quite sure how to go about it. I knew that they were saying more
than that we should wear cross necklaces. I understood the good news that Christ paid the
penalty for the sins of His people. But I was confused about what exactly in meant to be
Cross-centered in all of life.
I’ve worked through my confusion over the years. And now I want to pass it on to the
people in our church. The purpose in this document is to describe how to be more crosscentered with a special emphasis on building this focus during Holy Week.
I should be clear. Being Cross-centered is not something we should only work on during
Holy Week or between Lent and Easter. We should work on it yearround. Still, Easter
season is a time when our churches focus on the Cross.
Let me start with a general definition. Being “Cross-centered” means seeing all of life
through the lens of the gospel and walking accordingly. We might think of being crosscentered as the process of putting on special glasses that will change our perception of
everything we consider, as a result, how change how we take each step in life. Stated more
technically, it means we must mediate on the atoning (see “atonement” on page 19) work of
Christ on the Cross and then live in light of this consideration.
In striving to be more cross-centered, I encourage you to follow three overlapping steps.
1. First, we must prayerfully picture and meditate on the facts and events of
Scriptures in general with a particular focus on Holy Week. What events took
place? Where? Who was involved? How do the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ
tie into the rest of Scripture?

This is a “working-document” - - so it is rough and incomplete.” Some of this material is available online: The
order of events during Holy Week, The people involved in the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ, Places Associated with Holy Week.
1
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2. Second, we should meditate on the meaning of the Cross. We should think about the
cross theologically. What do we learn about God and about ourselves from the Easter
narrative? What do we learn about God’s plan for redemption? Hearing the preaching of
the Word and reading good theological books is critical in this endeavor. Like the men
who encountered Christ on the road to Emmaus after the crucifixion, we need someone
to help us understand the Scriptures.
3. We should apply our understanding of the Cross to our lives. We must see all of life
through the lens of the gospel. For those who are Cross-centered, it is not just Sunday
that looks different, it is not only church, but rather everything from our jobs to
parenting and retirement that is seen differently.
Before we get started in our project, several broad words of encouragement should be set
forth:
•

We must survey the Cross prayerfully. Our prayer should be that of Psalm 119:18,
“Open our eyes that we might see wonderful things in your Word.”2 The goal is to
behold the beauty of Christ and for the power of the Holy Spirit to transform us at a
heart level. This will not happen apart from prayer.

•

We should look forward to being Cross-centered. Our chief end is to glorify God and
enjoy Him. The deepest joy our souls will ever know is that of seeing and savoring
Christ. As we say at our church, Christ is both right and best. At first - - you may not feel
that you are that motivated to know more about the Cross. But the way of the righteous
is like the first light of dawn - - the more you walk towards the light, the brighter it will
grow and the more you will see the beauty of Christ (Proverbs 4:18).3

•

We must work at being Cross-centered. Jerry Bridges writes:
To behold the glory of Christ in the gospel is a discipline. It is a habit we must
develop by practice as we learn to preach the gospel to ourselves. As I have
repeatedly said, although sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit, it is a work
which involves us.4

•

Studying Scripture, meditating theologically, and applying knowledge of the Cross to
our lives is more of a cycle than a sequence. As I said above, the three steps of learnng
the facts, meditating on the meaning, and applying our understanding are overlapping

Chris Brauns, “Open Our Eyes That We May Behold Wonderful Things in Your Word,” A Brick in the Valley:
The Web Site of Pastor and Author Chris Brauns, January 26, 2009, http://chrisbrauns.com/2009/01/openour-eyes-that-we-may-behold-wonderful-things-in-your-word/.
3 For more on this point, see my post adapted from Unpacking Forgiveness, “Why Be Motivated to Live the
Christian Life?” Chris Brauns, “Why Be Motivated to Live the Christian Life? (How John Piper Helped Me),” A
Brick in the Valley: The Web Site of Pastor and Author Chris Brauns, June 26, 2013,
http://chrisbrauns.com/2013/06/why-be-motivated-to-live-the-christian-life-how-john-piper-helped-me/.
4 Jerry Bridges, The Discipline of Grace: God’s Role and Our Role in the Pursuit of Holiness (Colorado Springs:
NavPress, 1994). See also my post, Is Growing as a Christian a Result of Our Effort or God’s Grace?
2
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step. It is not that we check step one off our list and move on to step two. Rather, we
must return to the Scripture over and over again - - - meditate on what it means for life - and then know nothing but Christ and him crucified.
•

The goal of all of this is not to accumulate knowledge, but rather to be more like
Jesus. Pray for change in your life! To the extent that we are increasingly Crosscentered, we will be increasingly like Jesus. We will show Christ in our lives and will
evidence those qualities he commended (Matthew 5:3-12, 2 Cor 3:16-17).

The following pages are an introductory summary of each of those three steps. Understand
that we don’t move through this progression quickly. Being Cross-centered requires a great
deal of being taught - - of meditating - - of memorizing. This is the way in which we lose our
lives to save them and it it is “oh so worth the journey.” This is the knowledge of God that
gives all we need for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).
PICTURING THE EASTER NARRATIVE
People Associated with Holy Week
First, let’s review the participants in Holy Week. Even if you have known the Easter story
for many years, it is hard to keep track of everyone. The “Marys” alone are enough to make
you lose your mind. There is Mary Magdalene, Mary and Martha, Mary Jesus’s mother. In
addition to the Marys, there are the different religious groups like the Pharisees and
Sanhedrin. So, before we picture what happened on each day of holy week, let’s review the
cast. Of course, we will start with our King!
*The LORD Jesus Christ is the second person of the triune God, the eternally begotten son of
the Father. As God, he has always had a divine nature. When he submitted to the Father's
will and was born of the Virgin Mary, he took on a human nature for eternity. His divine
and human natures are both complete. 5
In becoming an ordinary human, Jesus Christ humbled himself. He further humbled himself
by being a servant throughout his life on earth. He accomplished the ultimate act of
humility by dying a terrible death on the cross. Crucifixion was particularly humiliating
because death on a cross was viewed with great contempt. Although Jesus humbled
himself, he was exalted and raised from the dead by the Father and has ascended into
heaven where he is now seated at the Father's right hand. God has exalted him and given
him a name that is above all others. One day his exaltation will be complete when he comes
again in all his glory.
It is the work of Jesus Christ that makes it possible for men to enter into a redemptive
relationship with God. Because of Adam's sin, all men are guilty of sin. A vast gulf therefore
R.C. Sproul, “Did God Die On The Cross?,” Ligonier Ministries, accessed February 27, 2014,
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/it-accurate-say-god-died-cross/.
5
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exists between God and all humanity. Jesus Christ is the only one who could span this gulf.
He became man, lived a perfect life, suffered all of hell on the cross and died, and was
resurrected. In doing so he took God's wrath on himself, made amends for our sin, defeated
Satan, and reconciled man.
It is significant to note that Jews would have been the last people to believe that God would
become incarnate. They would not even say the name of God aloud or write it, much less
believe that God would take on flesh.6
Angels – Matthew 28:2 tells us that an angel opened the “door” for Jesus on Easter morning.
[1] Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. [2] And behold, there was a
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and
rolled back the stone and sat on it. (Matthew 28:1-2).
The angel’s appearance was impressive and the guards freaked out.
[4] And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. [5] But the
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified (Matthew 28:4-5 ESV).
Annas - Former high priest and Caiaphas’s father-in-law. He questioned Jesus during his
trial.
The Apostles – Jesus’s core group of followers including Peter, James, and John. Judas
Iscariot betrayed Jesus. The Bible tells us that James, the brother of John, was martyred.
Tradition tells us with varying levels of confidence that all the others except John were
martyred.7
Barrabas – A notorious criminal (Matthew 27:16) who was released instead of Jesus.
Caiaphas – A high priest who played a central role in the arrest, trial, and crucifixion of
Jesus. Per the Holman Bible Dictionary, “He was the son-in-law of Annas and a leader in the
plot to arrest and execute Jesus. Relatively little is known of his life. He was apparently
appointed high priest about A.D. 18 and served until A.D. 36 or 37. His remains have been
found in an ossuary box in a burial cave in Jerusalem, which also contains the remains of
many of his family members.”

Timothy Keller, “Jesus Vindicated” (The Gospel Coalition, Orlando, Florida, April 9, 2013), pt. 15:28,
http://thegospelcoalition.org/resources/entry/jesus_vindicated.
7 C. Michael Patton, “The Death of the Twelve Apostles: How Their Martyrdom Evidences Easter,” Reclaiming
the Mind Ministries, 2009.
6
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A Centurion – The gospels (Matt 27:54, Mark 15:39, Luke 23:47) record that a centurion in
charge of the soliders at the the crucifixion exclaimed that Christ was righteous and the Son
of God.
When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the
earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was
the Son of God!” Matthew 27:54
In the Roman army, centurions were in charge of groups of 100 soldiers.
See here in Evernote regarding Centurions.
Cleopas – Jesus appeared to Cleopas and an unnamed friend on the road to Emmaus after
the resurrection (Luke 24:13-35). Cleopas and his friend were confused by the events of
the Cross. But Jesus – who they did not immediately recognize – opened his mouth and
showed them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself (Luke 24:27). Later the
exclaimed:
32 They

said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on
the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” Luke 24:32
Herod Antipas – One of the co-conspirators who brought about the death of Jesus.
Approximately thirty years earlier Herod Antipas’s father, Herod the Great, tried to murder
Jesus when he was a baby. 8
*James the brother of John – One of Jesus’s twelve disciples and in Jesus’s inner circle along
with Peter and his brother John. James and John were sometimes called the “sons of
thunder” because they asked Jesus if he wanted them to call down fire on a Samaritan
village that rejected Christ (Luke 9:54). James was the first disciple to be martyred (Acts
12:1-2).
*John – The youngest of Jesus’ twelve disciples, John was the author of the Gospel of John
and refers to himself within that gospel as “the disciple Jesus loved.” Together, James and
John were sometimes called the “sons of thunder” because they asked Jesus if he wanted
them to call down fire on a Samaritan village that rejected Christ (Luke 9:54).
Joseph of Arimathea – A wealthy Jewish leader who believed in Jesus but feared what others
would think if they found out. He was granted permission to bury Jesus and was assisted by
Nicodemus.9

For an overview of the Herodian dynasty, see C. Michael Patton, “The Death of the Twelve Apostles: How
Their Martyrdom Evidences Easter,” Reclaiming the Mind Ministries, 2009.
9 Andreas J. Kostenberger and Justin Taylor, The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most
Important Person Who Ever Lived, Kindle Edition (Wheaton: Crossway, 2014), 3372.
8
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*Judas Iscariot – Jesus’s disciple who betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. He was
motivated by greed.10 He committed suicide. Notice Peter’s comment on Judas in Acts 1:1820.
*Mary - The mother of Jesus. One of Jesus’s final instructions was to entrust her to the care
of the Apostle John (John 19:26-27).
[26] When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby,
he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” [27] Then he said to the disciple,
“Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.
John 19:26-27.
*Mary, Martha, and Lazarus – Close friends of Jesus where he sometimes visited. Jesus
comforted Martha and Mary and raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11). Jesus also
admonished Martha over being too task oriented (Luke 10:38-42).
*Mary Magdalene - One of the women who followed and supported Jesus (Mark 15:41). She
was from Magdala in Galilee. She experienced dramatic healing when seven demons came
out of her (Mark 16:9; Luke 8:2). She was a key witness to Jesus’ death (Matt. 27:56, Mark
15:40), burial (Matt. 27:61; Mark 15:47), the empty tomb (Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke
24:1–10), and was the first to encounter the risen Christ (John 20:1–18). Her name being
listed first may indicate a leadership role among the women. 11
It is significant that the first eyewitnesses were women. Women were not considered
credible witnesses in that culture. The only motivation Luke had to put women in as
eyewitnesses was because they were there. 12
Nicodemus – A member of the Sanhedrin famous for coming to Jesus at night (John 3). He
helped Joseph of Arimathea with the burial of Jesus (John 19:39). He also interceded with
Jewish leaders on behalf of Jesus (John 7:50).
*Peter / Simon Peter – Peter was in the “inner circle” of the disciples along with the
brothers James and John. Peter denied Jesus three times during Holy Week but on
Pentecost, by God’s grace, he preached one of the greatest sermons in history only seven
weeks later (Acts 2).
Pharisees – A group of especially observant and influential Jews, mainly in Palestine, from
the second century BC to the first century AD.13 In the Gospels the Pharisees often opposed

John R.W. Stott, The Cross of Christ, Kindle 20th Anniversary Edition (Downers Grove: IVP, 2012), 55–58.
Palmer, C. (2003). Mary. In C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. Bond, E. R. Clendenen & T. C. Butler (Eds.),
Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. Bond, E. R. Clendenen & T. C. Butler,
Ed.) (1086). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers.
12 Keller, “Jesus Vindicated.”
13 Paul J. Achtemeier, Harpers Bible Dictionary (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985).
10

11
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Jesus. They were known for their strict zeal for the Law.14 Jesus rebuked them for being
more concerned with external appearances than the condition of their hearts (Matthew
23:1-38).
*Pontius Pilate – The Roman official who presided over Jesus’s trial. He objected that Jesus
did not deserve death but acquiesced to the crowd’s cries to crucify Christ.
Pontius Pilate’s Wife – She sent word to Pilate to have nothing to with “that righteous man,
for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream (Matthew 27:19).”
Roman Soldiers – Soldiers carried out the orders to crucify Christ. We know little about
them, though a centurion says, “Truly this man was the Son of God (Matthew 47:43, Mark
15:39, Luke 23:47).
Sadducees – A group in Judaism during the time of Christ. None of their own writings have
survived so we do not know a lot about them. However, we do know they did not believe in
the resurrection (Matthew 22:23). They are not spoken of favorably in the Gospels.
Samaritans – “The Samaritans were the descendants of the foreigners who settled in Israel
after the Assyrian invasion in 722 BC and with whom the Jews had often unlawfully
intermarried.” 15 In Luke’s gospel, immediately after Jesus set his face on Jerusalem, the
Samaritans rejected him because of his commitment to Jerusalem. A fundamental
difference between the Jews and the Samaritans was the location of the temple. The Jews
rightly thought it was in Jerusalem, whereas the Samaritans thought it was Mount
Gerizim.16
When the Samaritans rejected Jesus, James and John enquired as to whether or not they
should call down fire, demonstrating that they did not understand the nature of Christ’s
Kingdom. Jesus rebuked them and went to the cross to take the fire on him so that the
gospel might go out to Samaria and to all the world.
Jesus turns out to the instrument of reconciliation between the Jews and the Samaritans
and all people.17
Sanhedrin - The supreme Jewish religious court council in ancient Israel. Jesus appeared
before the Sanhedrin. Note than Joseph of Arimathea, who buried Jesus, was one of the
Sanhedrin - - so it wasn’t as though all the Sanhedrin were in perfect agreement about
Jesus.

Kostenberger and Taylor, The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person
Who Ever Lived, 520.
15 Craig L. Blomberg, Jesus and the Gospels: An Introduction and Survey, Kindle Edition (Nashville: Broadman
and Holman Academic, 2009), 628. See also Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, ed. Gordon D. Fee, The New
International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), 405.
16 Green, The Gospel of Luke, 620–621.
17 Ibid., 621.
14
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*Thieves on the Cross – Two thieves were crucified on either side of Christ. One repented
and believed and Jesus promised that he would be with him that day in Paradise (Matthew
27:44, Mark 15:32b, Luke 23:39-43).
*Thomas – One of Jesus’s disciples who was reluctant to believe that Jesus rose from the
dead (John 20:24-29). Thomas previously asked Jesus how they would be able to find him
when Christ said that he was going to prepare a place (John 14:1-6).
What Happened Each Day During Holy Week
It is not always clear to us when we read the Bible what happened when. Indeed, there is a
tendency to read the events of the Easter event as though it happened across a much wider
period of time. The reality is that a great deal was packed into one week, as we will see. 18
So our next step is to get a basic overview of what happened during Holy Week. Following
that, I will give summarize the different events (page 11) in alphabetical order followed by
an explanation of terms (page 18).19
Interestingly, there is now good reason to believe that we know the exact date of the
resurrection.20
Palm Sunday
•
•

Jesus, at the Mount of Olives, sends two disciples to secure a donkey and a colt;
makes his “triumphal entry” into Jerusalem; weeps over Jerusalem.
Jesus enters the temple area, then returns to Bethany.
Monday

•
•
•

On Monday morning Jesus and the Twelve leave Bethany to return to Jerusalem, and
along the way Jesus curses the fig tree.
Jesus enters Jerusalem and clears the temple.
In the evening Jesus and the Twelve leave Jerusalem (returning to Bethany).

This document is a rough draft. For a finished work, see Kostenberger and Taylor, The Final Days of Jesus:
The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person Who Ever Lived. See also Chris Brauns, “7 Reasons I
Recommend the Final Days of Jesus By Taylor and Kostenberger,” A Brick in the Valley: The Web Site of Pastor
and Author Chris Brauns, March 4, 2015, http://chrisbrauns.com/2015/03/the-final-days-of-jesus/.
19 Justin Taylor (co-author of The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person
Who Ever Lived ) has previously posted summaries of what happened each day of Holy Week. Much of what I
have written below follows his lead. I have also consulted a harmony of the Gospel accounts. Those who are
looking at an electronic copy of this can follow the below links to see the relevant biblical texts on Justin’s site.
For his part, Justin consulted both the ESV Study Bible and Craig Blomberg’s, Jesus and the Gospels: An
Introduction and Survey, Second Edition .
20 Andreas J. Kostenberger and Justin Taylor, “April 3, AD 33,” First Things, April 3, 2014,
http://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2014/04/april-3-ad-33.
18
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Tuesday
•
•
•
•

Jesus’ disciples see the withered fig tree on their return to Jerusalem from Bethany.
Jesus engages in conflict with the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem.
The Disciples marvel at the Temple.
Jesus delivers the Olivet Discourse (in which he predicts the future) on their return
to Bethany from Jerusalem.
Wednesday

•

•
•

Blomberg notes that, “Nothing that has been recorded can be confidently ascribed to
Wednesday of Jesus’ final week.” However, others believe that it is on Wednesday
that Satan enters Judas, who seeks out the Jewish authorities in order to betray
Jesus for a price.21 Further, Hoehner (Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels) and
others believe that the disputes in the Temple took place on Wednesday.
The Sanhedrin plot to kill Jesus.
Others, see Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels cited on my web site, believe that a
lot did happen on Wednesday.
Thursday
See also Maundy Thursday on page 11.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jesus instructs his Peter and John to secure a large upper room in a house in
Jerusalem and to prepare for the Passover meal.
In the evening Jesus eats the Passover meal with the Twelve, tells them of the
coming betrayal, and institutes the Lord’s Supper.
During supper Jesus washes the disciples’ feet, interacts with them, and delivers the
Upper Room Discourse.
Jesus and the disciples sing a hymn together (probably from Psalms 113–118), then
depart to the Mount of Olives.
Jesus foretells Peter’s denials.
Jesus gives his disciples practical commands about supplies and provisions.
Jesus and the disciples go to Gethsemane. Jesus struggles in prayer and the disciples
struggle to stay awake late into the night.
Friday

•
•
•

21

Jesus is betrayed by Judas and arrested by the authorities (perhaps after midnight,
early Friday morning).
The Disciples all flee.
Jewish trial, phase 1: Jesus has a hearing before Annas (former high priest and
Caiaphas’s father-in-law).

Blomberg, Jesus and the Gospels: An Introduction and Survey, 11457.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jewish trial, phase 2: Jesus stands trial before Caiaphas and part of the
Sanhedrin. Peter denies Jesus.
Perhaps after sunrise, phase 3 of Jesus’ Jewish trial: final consultation before the full
Sanhedrin; sent to Pilate.
Judas hangs himself.
Phase 1 of Jesus’ Roman trial: first appearance before Pontius Pilate; sent to Herod
Antipas.
Phase 2 of Jesus’ Roman trial: appears before Herod Antipas; sent back to Pontius
Pilate.
Phase 3 of Jesus’ Roman trial: Jesus’ second appearance before Pilate; condemned to
die.
Jesus is crucified (from approximately 9 AM until Noon).
The sky is dark from noon until 3.
Joseph of Arimathea asks permission to inter Jesus in a tomb and does so with the
help of Nicodemus (John 19:38-42).
Saturday

We know no specifics of what took place on Saturday except that Jesus’s followers spent it
grieving and confused.
See my post, every day is Saturday at the nursing home. 22
Easter Sunday
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Some women arrive at Jesus’ tomb near dawn, probably with Mary Magdalene
arriving first.
Mary and the other women, instead of finding Jesus’ body, are met by two young
men who are angels; one of them announces Jesus’ resurrection. 23
The women, fearful and joyful, leave the garden—at first unwilling to say anything
to anyone about this but then changing their mind and going to tell the Eleven.
Mary Magdalene likely rushes ahead and tells Peter and John before the other
women arrive.
The other women, still en route to tell the disciples, are met by Jesus, who confirms
their decision to tell the Eleven and promises to meet them in Galilee.
The women arrive and tell the disciples that Jesus is risen.
Peter and John rush to the tomb (based on Mary Magdalene’s report) and discover it
empty.

Chris Brauns, “In the Nursing Home, Every Day Is Saturday,” A Brick in the Valley: The Web Site of Pastor and
Author Chris Brauns, April 3, 2010, http://chrisbrauns.com/2010/04/in-the-nursing-home-every-day-issaturday/.
23 Justin Taylor, “Why It Matters Theologically and Historically That Women Were the First to Discover the
Empty Tomb,” Between Two Worlds, April 15, 2014, Justin Taylor, “Why It Matters Theologically and
Historically That Women Were the First to Discover the Empty Tomb,” Between Two Worlds, April 15, 2014,
http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/2014/04/15/why-it-matters-theologically-and-historicallythat-women-were-the-first-to-discover-the-empty-tomb/..
22
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•
•

That afternoon Jesus appears to Cleopas and a friend on the road to Emmaus; later
Jesus appears to Peter.
That evening Jesus appears to the Ten (minus Thomas) in a house (with locked
doors) in Jerusalem.

Events Related to Holy Week
Ash Wednesday – The first day of Lent when some churches observe worship services of
penitence.
*Easter - The Sunday Christians celebrate Christ’s resurrection! Often we remind one
another of the significance of Easter with the dialogue:
“He is risen!”
And in response, “He is risen indeed!”
The resurrection gives us both assurance in our faith and hope for the future. See
Resurrection on page 29.
The Farewell Discourse – The instructions Jesus gave his disciples and Jesus great prayer
that immediately followed the Last Supper in the Upper Room (John 13-17).
*Good Friday – The day we remember that our King, the Lord Jesus, died on the cross to pay
the penalty for sin.
Holy Week – The week before Easter starting on Palm Sunday.
*The Last Supper – Jesus’s final meal with his disciples in which
he established the sacrament of communion, washed the
disciples’ feet, and announced the New Covenant. It took place
on Thursday of Holy Week.
Lent - The period from Ash Wednesday until Easter in which
some Christians have focused on fasting and penitence. Lent is
traditionally the 40 days prior to Easter (Sundays excepted)
based on Jesus’s forty days in the wilderness.
See my newsletter article 1703.
Maundy Thursday – Churches celebrate Maundy Thursday on
the Holy Week in commemoration of the Last Supper and Jesus’
issuance of a new commandment.

©Chris Brauns 2017

12
Chris Brauns, Surveying the Cross
“Maundy” comes from the Latin “mandatum” and references the word “commandment” in
John 13:34.24
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another. John 13:34-35.
Jesus illustrated his new commandment, prior to giving it, by washing the disciples’ feet
(John 13:1-20). Christ’s example in servant love amazes us for at least four reasons:
(1) The washing of feet was a menial task yet Christ, who is God, was willing to do it.
(2) Christ washed the disciples feet fully conscious of the fact that his redemptive
task would require him to go to the Cross.
(3) Jesus washed Peter’s feet, and those of the other disciples, knowing that Peter
would deny him and that all the disciples would scatter (John 13:36-38k,
Matthew 26:31).
(4) Jesus washed Judas’s feet even though Judas was going to betray him. In the
Gospel of John, John makes sure that we do not miss that Jesus washed Judas’s
feet. Judas is mentioned at the beginning (John 13:2) and at the end of the
passage (John 13:21-30).
Christ’s followers are to be known by their servant love. Jesus assured his disciples that
their love for one another would distinctively identify them as followers of Christ.
The student of the Old Testament may wonder what is “new” about Jesus’s new
commandment given that Leviticus 19:18 explicitly commands:
You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people,
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. Leviticus 19:18.
One of my seminary professors, Dr. Carl Hoch, whose life work was studying the New
Testament use of the word “new” (καινός / kainos), identified five major ways that the new
commandment is “new.”25
(1) The New Model – Jesus himself set the example.
(2) The New Motive – Jesus love for lost people is now explicitly stated.
(3) The New Motivator – Jesus soon encourages his disciples that it is to our
advantage that he is leaving because this means he will send the Holy Spirit.
(4) The New Mission – The new commandment is the central feature of the mission
of making disciples of Christ (John 13:35, Matthew 28:18-20).
In the original language, the word “commandment” is first in John 13:34. The word order is literally,
Ἐντολὴν καινὴν δίδωμι ὑμῖν, ἵνα ἀγαπᾶτε ἀλλήλους, καθὼς ἠγάπησα ὑμᾶς ἵνα καὶ ὑμεῖς ἀγαπᾶτε ἀλλήλους /
commandment new I give to you, in order that you love one another, even as I have loved you so that and you
love one another.”
25 Carl B. Hoch, All Things New: The Significance of Newness for Biblical Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995),
142–145.
24
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(5) The New Milieu – Dr. Hoch was stretching a bit for “m’s” when he got to this
one, but his point is that our Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection inaugurated a
new age. Dr. Hoch wrote, “The new situation created by the sacrifice of Christ
anticipates in the present the condition of the age to come. The mutual love of
the disciples is therefore the rule of the new era.” 26
Hoch concluded:
The new commandment is the sine qua non of the Christian life. “It is simple enough
for a toddler to memorize and appreciate, profound enough that the most mature
believers are repeatedly embarrassed at how poorly they comprehend it and put it
into practice. Can any more be said? 27
See also:
Kevin DeYoung on Maundy Thursday28
John Piper on Thursday of the Commandment29
*Palm Sunday and the Triumphal Entry - The Sunday before Easter when Christians
remember Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and the events leading up to Easter
(Matthew 21:1-11). See notes on Zechariah 9:9-10 on page 47, on “hosanna” on page 27,
and on Psalm 118 on page 42.
*Pentecost – The major event seven Sundays after Easter commemorating the Holy Spirit
being poured out on the church (Acts 2).
Places Associated With Holy Week
Bethany – A village about 2 miles southeast of Jerusalem on the road to Jericho. It was from
Bethany that Jesus sent for the colt to enter Jerusalem. Jesus’s friends Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus, lived in Bethany.
*Calvary– Latin equivalent of Golgotha.
Emmaus – A town approximately seven miles northwest of Jerusalem. After the
resurrection, Jesus appeared to a man named Cleopas and his friend on the road to
Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35).

Ibid.
Ibid., 145.
28 Kevin DeYoung, “Maundy Thursday,” The Gospel Coalition, April 1, 2010,
http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevindeyoung/2010/04/01/maundy-thursday-2/.
29 John Piper, “Thursday of the Commandment,” Desiring God, March 20, 2008,
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/thursday-of-the-commandment.
26
27

©Chris Brauns 2017

14
Chris Brauns, Surveying the Cross
Galilee – A northern area or district of Israel that was the site of much of Jesus’s ministry
and the location of his hometown of Nazareth. The region is about 40 kilometers (25 miles)
in diameter. 30
After the resurrection, Jesus instructs his disciples to meet him in Galilee. This is notable
because Galilee is about a one hundred mile walk north of Jerusalem. 31 Bruner speculates
as to the reason Jesus instructed his followers to meet him in Galilee:
Might the walk to Galilee indicate the walk of disciples’ faith. (The distance between
Jerusalem and Galilee is almost a hundred miles. In Matthew’s Gospel faith is a walk
(“Come follow me!” 4:19; 8:22; 9:9; 16:24; 19:21; cf. also 21:28-30’s “going” with
21:32’s threshold “believing”); and true discipleship has motion in it (cf. 28:19, “so
move out!”). Only faith that is to say, only a walk to Galilee, will see Jesus.32
The rendezvous in Galilee was not the first meeting. Jesus had previously appeared in and
around Jerusalem.
*Gethsemane – A garden at the base of the Mount of Olives where Jesus prayed with his
disciples the night before he was crucified.
Jonathan Edwards said that the reason that Jesus was in such agony in Gethsemane was
because God the Father gave him a preview of the agony he would endure for the sake of
believers.33 Keller interacts with Edwards.34
The sorrow and distress which his soul then suffered, arose from that lively, and full,
and immediate view which he had then given him of that cup of wrath; by which
God the Father did as it were set the cup down before him, for him to take it and
drink it. Some have inquired, what was the occasion of that distress and agony, and
many speculations there have been about it, but the account which the Scripture
itself gives us is sufficiently full in this matter, and does not leave room for
speculation or doubt. The thing that Christ's mind was so full of at that time was,
without doubt, the same with that which his mouth was so full of: it was the dread
which his feeble human nature had of that dreadful cup, which was vastly more
terrible than Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace. He had then a near view of that
furnace of wrath, into which he was to be cast; he was brought to the mouth of the
furnace that he might look into it, and stand and view its raging flames, and see the
glowings of its heat, that he might know where he was going and what he was about
R. Risener, “Galilee,” in Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, ed. Joel B. Green and Scot McKnight (Downers
Grove, IL: IVP, 1992), 252.
31 Frederick Dale Bruner, The Churchbook: Matthew 13-28, vol. Revised and Expanded, Matthew: A
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004), 793.
32 Ibid.
33 Jonathan Edwards, “Christ’s Agony,” (Sermon, 1739),
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/edwards/sermons.agony.html.
34 Timothy Keller, “When I Survey” (Sermon, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York, September 16, 1990),
33 minute mark, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdgQwh8sDbA.
30
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to suffer. This was the thing that filled his soul with sorrow and darkness, this
terrible sight as it were overwhelmed him. Jonathan Edwards
*Golgotha (also called “Calvary”) –“The place of the skull,” it is the hill outside of Jerusalem
where Jesus was crucified.
Jerusalem – The capitol city of Israel where the Temple was located. It is in a mountainous
region and was heavily fortified in the time of Jesus.35 Jesus knew that he must go to
Jerusalem, because, as Green writes:
It is in Jerusalem, the centerpiece of the Jewish world, with its holy place and holy
people, that God’s aim must finally become manifest and be achieved, and from
Jerusalem that the universal mission must have its beginning.36
Mount of Olives – A mountain outside of Jerusalem, just across the Kidron Valley, with
Gethsemane at the base. It is where Jesus gave the famous Olivet Discourse (Matthew 2425, Mark 13:1-7, Luke 21:5-36) in which he predicted the future on Tuesday of Holy Week.
The Mount of Olives is something of a “divine heliport.” It is where Jesus ascended, and
where he promises to return.37
The highest point on the Mount of Olives is 100 feet higher than Jerusalem at 2,700 feet
above sea level. 38
The Mount of Olives was first mentioned in 2 Samuel 15:30 when David is fleeing from
Absalom. It comes up again in Zechariah 14 with the prophecy that on the Day of the Lord
that the Lord will stand on the Mount of Olives.
The Mt of Olives gained its name from its extensive olive groves which were
renowned in antiquity (Zec 14:4; Mk 11:1). Its western face collects rainfall from the
Mediterranean which together with decomposed limestone makes for fertile
orchards. The eastern side on the other hand marks the boundary of the arid Judean
wilderness. Bethany and Bethphage are two NT villages hugging these eastern
slopes.
In the OT the Mt of Olives is first mentioned when David flees from Absalom’s
conspiracy. He departs from Jerusalem, climbs the Mt of Olives in the east, and
continues on toward the rift valley (2 Sm 15:30). Solomon chose this mountain for
the construction of “high places” for the foreign deities of Sidon, Moab (1 Kgs 11:7)
and Ammon—each of which were later destroyed by Josiah (2 Kgs 23:13). Ezekiel
Kostenberger and Taylor, The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person
Who Ever Lived, 155.
36 Green, The Gospel of Luke, 399.
37 Credit to Dr. Chris Miller for the “divine heliport” illustration. He shared in a lecture at Cedarville
University. He also shows the progression of God’s glory departing in Ezekiel.
38 R.L. Alden, “Mount of Olives,” in The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, ed. Merrill C. Tenney, vol.
4 (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1980), 299.
35
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(11:23) records the vision of the glory of God departing from the temple and resting
on the Mt of Olives. The most famous description appears in Zechariah’s apocalyptic
vision (14:1–5): “On that day [the Lord] shall stand on the Mount of Olives which
lies before Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from
east to west by a very wide valley.”
Later Jewish interest in the mountain is recorded in the Mishna. The burning of the
red heifer was an elaborate ceremony on the Mt of Olives (Nm 19:1–10). In addition,
since the mountain was clearly visible from the east, it was used as a signal station
to indicate the new moon.
In the NT Jesus appears at the Mt of Olives during passion week. The only exceptions
are the Bethany stories when Jesus visits Mary and Martha (Lk 10:38–42) and
Lazarus (Jn 11:17–44). On his triumphant entry to Jerusalem, Jesus came from
Jericho, crossed the mountain from the east, and then descended into the Kidron
Valley (Mk 11:1–10). On his descent he paused and wept over the city (Lk 19:41–
44).
During his final week Jesus taught on the Mt of Olives (Mk 13) and spent his
evenings there (Lk 21:37; although this may refer to Bethany). Following the last
supper, Jesus came to this mountain for prayer (Mk 14:26). In a garden near an olive
oil press (“Gethsemane”), he was arrested (Mk 14:32). The final event of Christ on
earth, his ascension, was viewed from the mount by his followers (Acts 1:12).
The Mt of Olives quickly became a center of Christian devotion. In the Byzantine era
the mountain had 24 churches with vast numbers of monks and nuns. Constantine’s
church dominated the summit, celebrating Christ’s ascension. In the 4th century it
had even become the customary burial site for Jerusalem’s bishops.
Jews and Muslims likewise revere the site because it will be the place of judgment.
According to the Talmud, the righteous will be resurrected between Jerusalem and
the Mt of Olives. This explains the vast Muslim and Jewish cemeteries especially on
the west slope of the Mt of Olives. Christian, Jew, and Muslim alike view the Mt of
Olives as one focal point on the final Day of the Lord.39
Compare this with my “Eschatology Glossary.”
*The Temple – The center of Israel’s worship. The Temple was completely rebuilt by Herod
the Great in 20-18 B.C. Many detailed diagrams are available online. See Justin Taylor’s,
“What Did the Temple Look Like in Jesus’ Time?”
*The Tomb – After the crucifixion, the Bible tells us that Jesus was placed in a newly hewn
tomb (Matthew 27:60, Luke 23:53, John 19:41). There was likely a small, single chamber.
Gary Burge, “Olives, Mt. Of, Olivet,” in The Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible, ed. B.J. Beitzel (Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1988), 1587–1588.
39
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Jesus was laid on a bench opposite of the opening. The entrance of the tomb was sealed
with a large, disc shaped stone that could be rolled away. 40
A discussion of the location of the tomb is found on Justin Taylor’s blog.41 The below map is
from the ESV Study Bible (2008).

*The Upper Room – A room where Jesus met on Thursday of Holy Week with his disciples
for the Last Supper. In the Upper Room, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet and announced the
New Covenant. He also taught the disciples and prayed (John 14-17).
Via Dolorosa – The route Jesus took through the narrow streets of Jerusalem to Golgotha
while carrying the Cross. The name “via dolorosa” means “way of suffering” or “sorrowful
way.”
See the below map designed by Fred Grissom.42

Kostenberger and Taylor, The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person
Who Ever Lived, 160.
41 Justin Taylor, “The Burial Place of Jesus Exposed for the First Time in Centuries: An Interview on What It
Originally Looked Like and How We Know This Is the Right Location,” Justin Taylor, October 27, 2016,
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2016/10/27/the-burial-place-of-jesus-exposed-for-thefirst-time-in-centuries/.
42 Fred A. Grissom, “Holy Week,” in Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary, ed. Charles W. Draper, Chad Brand,
and Archie England (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2003), 775.
40
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THE CROSS: THEOLOGICAL TERMS AND CENTRAL BIBLE PASSAGES
It is not enough to know the events of Holy Week. We need to understand how these events
are significant for our relationship with God. This means we must know basic doctrine.
What do Christians mean when they talk about “atonement”? Why is this word so
important? Or what does the cross have to do with the wrath of God? Below is an
introduction to some basic terms. When you review these concepts, keep in mind Paul’s
summary of the gospel in 2 Corinthians 5:21.
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For our sake, he made him to be sin, who knew no sin, so that in him, we might become the
righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21.
Theological Terms
*Atonement - Broadly, the word “atonement” refers to reparation for an offense. In the
context, of Holy week, the wrong in view is the rebellion of all image bearers against our
Creator and the reparation is the reconciling of God and humanity through the work of
God’s only unique Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Cor 5:21). So Jesus atoned for the sins of
Christians.
But how did Jesus atone for the sins of his people. Murray says that “in the express terms of
Scripture, atonement is explicated as obedience, sacrifice, propitiation, reconciliation, and
redemption.”43
Orthodox Christianity has insisted that the atoning work of Christ involves both
substitution and satisfaction. Christ was the substitute for his people and he satisfied the
demands of God’s justice.44
Said another way, the central aspect of Christ’s atoning work is that that he paid the penalty
for his people on the cross. Theologians refer to this truth as penal substitutionary
atonement. Michael Horton summarizes, “Christ died in our place, bearing God’s wrath,
satisfying his justice, and reconciling us to the Father.” 45
Scot McKnight motivates us to study the atonement when he explains that the atonement
describes how the gospel works:
Christians believe that God really did atone for our sins in Jesus Christ and that God
really did redemptively create restored relationships with God, with self, with
others, and with the world. Christians believe that this all took place in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and (the silent part of the story) in the gift of
the Holy Spirit. The atonement, in other words, is the good news of Christianity—it
is our gospel. It explains how that gospel works. 46
In order that we might grasp both the problem sin creates, and the solution for how sinners
can be right with God, the Bible describes sin using different pictures including debt,

John Murray, “Atonement,” in Systematic Theology, vol. 2, The Collected Works of John Murray (Carlisle, PA:
The Banner of Truth Trust, 1977), 142.
44 R.C. Sproul, Essential Truths of the Christian Faith (Wheaton: Tyndale House, 1992), 172–173.
45 Michael Horton, Pilgrim Theology: Core Doctrines for Christian Disciples (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011),
208. For further study, see McKnight’s chapter “Which is the Fairest of Them All?” in Scot McKnight, A
Community Called Atonement (Abingdon Press: Nashville, 2007), 107–14. McKnight discusses different
aspects of Christ’s atoning work and summarizes the atonement as “identification for incorporation.”
46 McKnight, A Community Called Atonement, 1.
43
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enmity, and crime. R.C. Sproul helps us understand how Christ atones for our sin with the
following table.47
Sin as . . .
Debt
Enmity
Crime

Man
Debtor
Enemy
Criminal

God
Creditor
Violated One
Judge

Christ
Surety
Mediator
Substitute

In emphasizing penal substitutionary atonement, Scot McKnight warns that we should
avoid: (1) Making God appear bi-polar as if he is either loving or wrathful. This is a mistake.
God isn’t wrathful in spite of his love but because of it. (2) Polarizing the Trinity as if God
the Father and God the Son were against one another. Instead, penal substitutionary
atonement theory works out the plan of the entire Trinity. 48
There are other aspects of the atonement besides penal substitution. Another key aspect is
that of Christus Victor meaning Jesus won the victory over the powers of sin and death.
The atonement is the means by which God brings totally depraved but
unconditionally elect persons to Himself without violence to His own inexorable
holiness. His mercy constrains Him to save and His holiness restrains Him from
saving unjustly. So God became man in Christ that He could pay the price of sin and
remained God. He did not empty Himself of deity when He became incarnate so that
the purchase was infinite in value. Thus the atonement was unlimited in its
sufficiency, as in its offer, and limited only in its specific design, for those who
believe (John 3:16). Those who believe are the elect (Rom. 8:30). “I will have mercy
on whom I will have mercy” at once explains the unconditional character of election
and the limited-ness of the atonement. John Gerstner49
See also “propitiation” below on page 29.
*Blood – “The blood of Christ is the clear outward evidence that Christ’s life blood was
poured out when he died a sacrificial death to pay for our redemption. Grudem also quotes
Leon Morris, “the blood of Christ means his death in its saving aspects.” See 1 Peter 1:1819.
Covenant and New Covenant50 – Broadly, a covenant is a contract or agreement between
two parties. The word was often used in relation to military contracts or agreements.
Specifically, in the context of salvation history, that is what God is doing to work out
salvation for his people, a covenant is a binding agreement between God and those God has
sovereignly and graciously chosen.
R.C. Sproul, The Truth of the Cross (Orlando: Reformation Trust, 2007), 42.
McKnight, A Community Called Atonement, 42.
49 John Gerstner, “Reformation Theology: TULIP by Dr. John Gerstner,” accessed June 19, 2016,
http://www.reformationtheology.com/2016/06/tulip_by_dr_john_gerstner.php.
50 See also my notes in overall preaching glossary as well as Hebrews series.
47
48
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In the Upper Room, Jesus announced a New Covenant that made the Old Covenant obsolete
(Hebrews 8:13). Whereas the Old Covenant was written on tablets of stone, the New
Covenant is written on the heart by the Holy Spirit (Jeremiah 31:31-34).
Where the New Covenant is concerned: Carl Hoch summarizes,
All writers agree that the new covenant is a covenant stressing the role of the Holy
Spirit in enabling Christians to fulfill the will of God. The emphasis in the new
covenant is on forgiveness of sins and on the internalization of the “Torah” in the
lives of Christians. The work of Jesus Christ is basic and central to the inauguration
of this covenant. This covenant is in vogue for the church and Paul regarded his
ministry as a new covenant ministry. 51
Criteria for Establishing the Historicity of Event – Scholars have sought to identify criteria
that can be used to verify particular segments of the gospel accounts. Taylor and
Kostenberger point out this is a project of limited value.52 We accept that the Bible is God’s
Word because it is the self-authenticating Word of God, not because we think it meets our
criteria.53 Still, it is interesting to consider the criteria used.
Criterion of Multiple Attestation – Confidence of the historicity of an event grows
when there are multiple independent witnesses. We can be thankful we have four
Gospel accounts, each which give us a unique perspective on the cross. Note also
that Paul points in some fashion to this criterion in 1 Corinthians 15:4-8.
Criterion of Dissimilarity – Authenticity of an event is likely authentic if it differs
from what one would have expected in the first century. To paraphrase C.S. Lewis,
one of the reasons we believe the Gospel is that it’s not the sort of thing anyone
would have made up. See Not the sort of thing anyone would have made up.
The empty tomb offers compelling evidence that Christ rose victoriously. Lee Strobel
writes:

Hoch, All Things New: The Significance of Newness for Biblical Theology, 133.
Kostenberger and Taylor, The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person
Who Ever Lived, 248–263.
53 See The Westminster Confession of Faith 1.4 “The authority of the Holy Scripture for which it ought to be
believed, and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony of any man or church; but wholly upon God (who is
truth itself) the author thereof: and therefore it is to be received because it is the Word of God.” The
Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms As Adopted By the Presbyterian Church in America with Proofs
Texts (Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 2007), 4.
51
52
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William Lane Craig, who has earned two doctorates and written several books on
the Resurrection, presented striking evidence that the enduring symbol of Easter - the vacant tomb of Jesus - - was a historical reality. The empty grave is reported or
implied in extremely early sources - - Mark’s gospel and a creed in First Corinthians
15 - - which date so close to the event that they could not possibly have been
products of legend. The fact that the gospels report that women discovered the
empty tomb bolsters the story’s authenticity, because women’s testimony lacked
credibility in the first century and thus there would have been no motive to report
they found the empty tomb if it weren’t true. The site of Jesus’ tomb was known to
Christians, Jews, and Romans, so it could have been checked by skeptics. In fact,
nobody - - not even the Roman authorities or Jewish leaders - - ever claimed that the
tomb still contained Jesus’ body. Instead, they were forced to invent the absurd
story that the disciples, despite having no motive or opportunity, had stolen the
body - - a theory that not even the most skeptical critic believes today. 54
See also the notes under “resurrection” on page 29.
In his book, The Reason for God, (pages 97-114) Tim Keller does a wonderful job arguing for
the historicity of the gospels including the resurrection accounts. 55
“The foundation of the Church is either inexplicable, or else it is to be explained by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” J. Gresham Machen 56
*The Cross – The Cross was one of the cruelest ancient forms of execution. The goal was to
execute the person but only after he was completely humiliated and agonized through the
maximum amount of pain.57
The Greeks saw the cross with disdain. Regarding death on the horror and shame of dying
on a cross, the ancient Greek philosopher Cicero remarked:
To bind a Roman citizen is a crime, to flog him is an abomination, to kill him is
almost an act of murder: to crucify him is – What? There is no fitting word that can
possibly describe so horrible a deed.58

Lee Strobel, The Case for Faith: A Journalist Investigates the Toughest Objections to Christianity (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2000), 371–372.
55 Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism (New York: Dutton, 2008), 97–114.
56 J. Gresham Machen, “History and Faith,” in American Sermons: The Pilgrims to Martin Luther King, Jr., The
Library of America (New York: The Library of America, 1999), 751. Earlier in this sermon Machen preached,
“In the early part of the first century, in one of the most petty principalities subject to Rome, there lived an
interesting man. Until the age of 30 he led an obscure life in a Galilean family . . . At first despised, then
persecuted, [Christianity] overcame all obstacles; in less than three hundred years it became the dominant
religion of the Empire; and it has exerted incalculable influence upon the modern world.” Ibid., 749–750.
57 Blomberg, Jesus and the Gospels: An Introduction and Survey, 11830.
58 Quoted in Stott, The Cross of Christ, 24.
54
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Hence, the Greeks would have thought of the idea that a savior or king would die on the
cross as complete lunacy comparable to someone who died in the electric chair as a mass
murderer.59
First century Jews also viewed death on a cross with complete contempt. They knew that
Deuteronomy 21:22-23 warned that anyone who died on a cross was under God’s curse:60
And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and
you hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall
bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile your
land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance (Deuteronomy 21:2223).
Consequently, the idea of a crucified Messiah was offensive to the expectations of first
century Judaism.
For Christians today, “the cross” refers not only to the apparatus on which Jesus was
murdered but it came shorthand for the central Christian message. So Paul wrote,
For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified (1
Cor 2:2).
And:
But we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God (1 Cor 1:23).
It is this core apostolic message that it is view when Paul said that he would preach nothing
but Christ and him crucified (1 Corinthians 1:23). R.C. Sproul paraphrases Paul giving the
following encouragement to the Christians to keep the cross central:
You might forget other things that I teach you, but don’t ever forget the cross,
because it was on the cross, through the cross, and by the cross that our Savior
performed His work of redemption and gathered His people for eternity. 61

D.A. Carson, The Cross and Christian Ministry: Leadership Lessons from 1 Corinthians, Together for the Gospel
2012 Edition (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993), 22.
60 Stott points out, “One of the saddest features of Islam is that it rejects the cross, declaring it inappropriate
that a major prophet of God should come to such an ignominious end. The Koran sees no need for the sinbearing death of a Saviour. At least five times it declares categorically that ‘no soul shall bear another’s
burden.’” Stott, The Cross of Christ, 41–43.
61 Sproul, The Truth of the Cross, 5.
59
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The Cross is a tremendous encouragement to the Christian. Arguably, the most difficult
struggle anyone faces when trying to make sense of human existence is why there is
suffering. While finite minds can never fully understand suffering, the Cross is how we can
suffer and yet still have hope. When we survey the cross, we can be confident that God
loves us and has a plan. Tim Keller writes:
And when you suffer, you may be completely in the dark about the reason for your
own suffering. It may seem as senseless to you as Jesus’s suffering seemed to the
disciples. But the cross tells you what the reason isn’t. It can’t be that God doesn’t
love you; it can’t be that he has no plan for you. It can’t be that he has abandoned
you. Jesus was abandoned, and paid for our sins, so that God the Father would never
abandon you. The cross proves that he loves you and understands what it means to
suffer. It also demonstrates that God can be working in your life even when it seems
like there is no rhyme or reason to what is happening.62
John R.W. Stott explains that the cross is the only answer he can accept for the reality of
suffering:
I could never myself believe in God, if it were not for the cross. The only God I
believe in is the One Nietzsche ridiculed as ‘God on the cross’. In the real world of
pain, how could one worship a God who was immune to it? I have entered many
Buddhist temples in different Asian countries and stood respectfully before the
statue of the Buddha, his legs crossed, arms folded, eyes closed, the ghost of a smile
playing round his mouth, a remote look on his face, detached from the agonies of the
world. But each time after a while I have had to turn away. And in imagination I have
turned instead to that lonely, twisted, tortured figure on the cross, nails through
hands and feet, back lacerated, limbs wrenched, brow bleeding from thorn-pricks,
mouth dry and intolerably thirsty, plunged in God-forsaken darkness. That is the
God for me! He laid aside his immunity to pain. He entered our world of flesh and
blood, tears and death. He suffered for us. Our sufferings become more manageable
in the light of his. There is still a question mark against human suffering, but over it
we boldly stamp another mark, the cross which symbolizes divine suffering. ‘The
cross of Christ...is God’s only self-justification in such a world’ as ours.63
Likewise, Puritan Richard Baxter offers these comforting words:
Christ leads me through no darker rooms than he went through before. Quoted by
Plantinga. 64

Timothy Keller, King’s Cross: The Story of the World in the Life of Jesus (New York: Dutton, 2011), 209.
Stott, The Cross of Christ, 335–336.
64 Cornelius Jr. Plantinga, Beyond Doubt: Faith-Building Devotions on Questions Christians Ask (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2002), 321.
62
63
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Mark Dever encourages, “The cross is the center, but it’s not the end. Jesus endured the
cross for the joy set before him. And we are called to be his followers. On through the cross
of this world’s rejection is the eternal acceptance of God.” 65
There is a sense in which people today are distracted by the physical aspects of the
suffering of Christ. Indeed, this is one of the many concerns with movies like The Passion of
the Christ. The nature of the medium put the focus on physical suffering. While the physical
pain of the cross was undeniably awful, the horror of Jesus’s crucifixion was not the
spiritual pain, but rather that Christ took upon himself the wrath of the Father. Stott distills
the core of the apostolic message of the cross as follows:
Jesus was a man who was accredited by God through miracles and anointed by the
Spirit to do good and to heal. Despite this, he was crucified through the agency of
wicked men, though also by God’s purpose according to the Scriptures that the
Messiah must suffer. Then God reversed the human verdict on Jesus by raising him
from the dead, also according to the Scriptures, and as attested by the apostolic
eyewitnesses. Next God exalted him to the place of supreme honour as Lord and
Saviour. He now possesses full authority both to save those who repent, believe and
are baptized in his name, bestowing on them the forgiveness of sins and the gift of
the Spirit, and to judge those who reject him. 66
Regarding judgment - See one page summary of judgment in Bible from sermon preached:
sm151025 in sermon on the Mount Series.
The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.” Exodus 34:6-7

TABLE. ONE PAGE OF JUDGMENT: SELECT BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF GOD’S JUDGMENT
From Pastor Chris Brauns, The Red Brick Church, October 2015
Example

Text / Pew
Bible (#)

The Fall / Adam &
Eve’s
Disobedience

Gen 3 (2-3)

The Noahic Flood

Gen 6-9 (5-6)

Sodom and
Gomorrah

Gen 19:23-29
(14)

The Passover
The Golden Calf

Exo 12 (53-54)
Exo 32 (72)

Comment / Summary
Adam and Eve rebelled against God and God pronounces a
sentence of spiritual death and all the pain and heart ache of a
fallen world.
When God destroyed everyone on earth except Noah and his
family: the one family who had faith.
God destroys the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah for their
wickedness, though Lot is spared
God strikes dead the firstborn in Egypt except those covered by
the lamb’s blood (Exodus 12:21-28).
God sends the tribe of Levi to execute about 3,000 and more die

Mark E. Dever, “A Real Minister: 1 Corinthians 4,” in Preaching the Cross, Together for the Gospel (Wheaton:
Crossway, 2007), 37.
66 Stott, The Cross of Christ, 33.
65
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So severe that
even Cannabilism
Adult Israel dies
in wilderness
Jericho
Jesus promises
judgment
THE CROSS
Ananias and
Saphira
Herod
Those who
destroy the
church
Warning to N.T.
Believers
Partakers of
communion in
unworthy manner
Leaders /
Teachers Warned
The Judgment
Seat of Christ

Lev 26:14-35
(105)
Num 14:20-38
(122)
Josh 6 (181-182)
Matt 16:26-28
(822)
2 Cor 5:21, 1 Pt
2:21, 1 Jn 4:10
(966,
1014,1023)
Acts 5:1-11 (913)
Acts 12:23 921)

from a plague because of their idolatry at the foot of Mt. Sinai.
God warns that if Israel breaks covenant that the judgment will be
so severe that there will even be cannibalism (Lev 26:29)
God vows that all of the adults of Israel (save Joshua and Caleb),
who would not follow Moses into the Promised Land, will die.
The city of Jericho is completely devoted to destruction.
Jesus warns that he will return and reward people according to
what they have done.
God’s simultaneous demonstration of love & judgment. Love:
Jesus died for sin. Judgment: Jesus received the punishment
we deserve.
Ananias lie about their commitment to the Church and God strikes
them dead.
God strikes Herod dead while people are praising him for having
the voice of a god.

1 Cor 3:17 (953)

God warns that people who harm God’s temple (the church) will
be destroyed.

1 Cor 10:1-22
(957-958)

Paul warns the church at Corinth that examples of O.T. judgment
are warnings for our day as well as then.

1 Cor 11:27-34
(958)

Paul explains that the reason some are sick and have died because
they participated in communion in an unworthy manner.

Luke 12:47; Jam
3:1; Heb 13:17
(872, 1012,
1010)
2 Cor 5:9-10;
Rom 14:10-12
(966,949)

Warnings that those in positions of responsibility have an
increased accountability to Jesus when He returns.
When Christ judges Christians resulting in rewards for some and a
sense of loss for others.

The Great White
Throne Judgment

Rev 20:11-15
(1040)

Follows the Millennial Kingdom and is the occasion when the
unsaved of all the world will receive their punishment of eternal
hell.

Jesus’s final words
in Revelation

Revelation
22:12-13, 16, 20
(1042)

Jesus promises that He will soon return and that when he does he
will dispense punishment to those whose who do not know Him.

Glorification - the future time when all who are in Christ will be given a resurrection body.
*Gospel – The word “gospel” means “good news” and the good news is that Christ died for
the sins of Christians according to the Scriptures and that he rose victoriously on Easter.
We hasten to add that the news is only good, though, for those who put their faith and trust
in Jesus and follow Him. Sadly, many people think they are Christians when they are not.
See:
What Scares Me Most as a Pastor 67
Chris Brauns, “What Scares Me Most as a Pastor - A Brick in the Valley,” A Brick in the Valley: The Web Site of
Pastor and Author Chris Brauns, accessed January 12, 2015, http://chrisbrauns.com/2011/05/what-scaresme-most-as-a-pastor-2/.
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What Do Christians Mean When they Refer to the Gospel or Good News 68
The Great Exchange – The truth beautifully summarized in 2 Corinthians 5:21 that, for
those who believe in Jesus, his righteousness is imputed to them and their sin to him. See
this post by Phil Johnson. 69
Hosanna - Hosanna is a Hebrew word that was carried into the New Testament and
eventually into our English Bibles. It appears only once in the Old Testament in Psalm
118.70 See “Psalm 118,” above on page 42.
The text of Psalm 118:25-26 reads:
[25] Save us, we pray, O LORD!
O LORD, we pray, give us success!
[26] Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
(Psalm 118:25-26 ESV)
In Psalm 118, the words “save us” are what translates the Hebrew word “hosanna.”
Hosanna carries the obvious meaning of a cry to God for help. But by the time we get to the
Triumphal entry “hosanna” also carries the connotation of victory. We might paraphrase,
“Our God will save us.”
Today we should cry out hosanna both as a petition for God to save us, but also
triumphantly knowing that Jesus has won the decisive victory over death.
*Justification - God's declaration that believers are from that time on righteous and no
longer guilty of their sins so that God accepts them and adopts them into his family
(Romans 8:1). Justification is “essentially a legal term signifying a verdict of acquittal.” 71
The Westminster Confession of Faith stresses that justification is not a matter of “infused”
righteousness but rather it rests on the basis of Christ’s imputed righteousness.
Those whom God effectually calleth, He also freely justifieth: not by infusing
righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and
Chris Brauns, “What Do Christians Mean When They Reference the Gospel or Good News?,” A Brick in the
Valley: The Web Site of Pastor and Author Chris Brauns, June 13, 2013,
http://chrisbrauns.com/2013/06/what-do-christians-mean-when-they-reference-the-gospel-or-goodnews/. See also Eugene Peterson’s reflections on Isaiah’s use of the word “gospel.” Isaiah uses the word 2x in
40:9, 41:27, 2x in 52:7. Eugene Peterson, The Jesus Way: A Conversation on the Ways That Jesus Is the Way
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007), 161.
69 Phil Johnson, “Pyromaniacs: The Great Exchange (Part 1),” Pyromaniacs, July 16, 2006,
http://teampyro.blogspot.com/2006/07/great-exchange-part-1.html.
70 John Piper, “Hosanna!,” Desiring God, March 28, 1983, http://www.desiringgod.org/resource/hosanna.
71 Leon Morris, The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, vol. 3rd (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1965), 301.
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accepting their persons as righteous; not for any thing wrought in them, or done by
them, but for Christ’s sake alone; nor by imputing faith itself, the act of believing, or
any other evangelical obedience to them, as their righteousness; but by imputing the
obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them, they receiving and resting on Him
and His righteousness by faith; which faith they have not of themselves, it is the gift
of God.72
Kingdom of God / Heaven – The in breaking of God into history to accomplish his
redemptive purposes.73 Theologians speak of the Kingdom of God as being “already/not
yet.” That is, Jesus inaugurated his Kingdom work, but the Kingdom will only be fully
consummated when Christ returns.74
Love of God – God’s attribute which motivated him to send his only unique son and is
defined by Christ’s willingness to go to the cross in the place of his people (1 John 4:10).
The wonder of the cross is that it shows how God’s love and justice meet perfectly.
Messiah / Christ – Messiah and Christ are synonymous. “Messiah” comes from the Hebrew
and “Christ” from Greek and means “anointed one.” The Jews expected a messiah who
would come like King David and establish a glorious kingdom through military might. They
certainly did not expect their messiah to die on a cross under a curse.75
*The Passion of the Christ – The sufferings of Jesus from his betrayal until his death on the
cross. For more, see Piper’s, The Passion of Jesus Christ.76
Heidelberg Q. 37 - What do you confess when you say that He suffered?
During all the time He lived on earth, but especially at the end, Christ bore in body and
soul the wrath of God against the sin of the whole human race. Thus, by His suffering,
as the only atoning sacrifice, He has redeemed our body and soul from everlasting
damnation, and obtained for us the grace of God, righteousness, and eternal life.
*Passover – The Jewish holiday that commemorated God delivering Israel out of captivity in
Egypt (Exodus 12). For most Jews, it was their favorite feast of the year. 77 The Old
Testament Passover lamb was a shadow of Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins
of the world (John 1:29).

The Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms As Adopted By the Presbyterian Church in America with
Proofs Texts.
73 Blomberg, Jesus and the Gospels: An Introduction and Survey, 13392.
74 Blomberg, Jesus and the Gospels: An Introduction and Survey, 13392. For more on this point, see my notes on
the “Kingdom of Heaven,” in the Sermon on the Mount series. See also my notes on the Sermon on the Mount
and the post, Chris Brauns, “Kingdom of Heaven Notes,” A Brick in the Valley: The Web Site of Pastor and
Author Chris Brauns, February 15, 2015,http://chrisbrauns.com/2015/02/kingdom-heaven-notes/.
75 Carson, The Cross and Christian Ministry: Leadership Lessons from 1 Corinthians, 22.
76 John Piper, The Passion of the Christ (Wheaton: Crossway, 2004), 12–13.
77 Blomberg, Jesus and the Gospels: An Introduction and Survey.
72
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Propitiation - The turning away of wrath or anger usually by an offering.78 Propitiation
appeases the wrath of God rightly brought about by our sin.79 So 1 John 4:10 summarizes,
“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins (1 John 4:10 ESV).”
Reconciliation – Making up after a quarrel.80 Because of the cross, sinners who rejected God
can be reconciled to him.
*Redeem - To buy back. Since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, all (except Jesus)
are born sinners and slaves to sin and death. Redemption is necessary because Adam and
his children are in bondage to sin. For Christians, the Lord Jesus Christ bought us back out
of slavery and redeemed us. So we sing the words penned by Phillip Bliss:
I will sing of my Redeemer,
And His wondrous love to me;
On the cruel cross He suffered,
From the curse to set me free.81
Resurrection – Jesus Christ literally rose from the dead on the third day. The resurrection
proves Christ’s victory and offers hope that those who know Christ will also share in his
resurrection.
See also Apologetics glossary on resurrection.
See also Unbelievable? Are the Gospels based on eyewitness testimony? Bart Ehrman vs
Richard Bauckham 82
Habermas points out that in 1 Corinthians 15 Paul begins by summarizing the gospel with
the resurrection as the central pivot of his argument. From there, he goes on to explain how
crucial the resurrection is if Christians are to have hope and persevere in the faith.
Habermas concludes by stating:
As Paul asserted in 1 Corinthians 15:12-20, the resurrection is the center of the
Christian faith and theology. This event signals the approval of Jesus’ teachings (Acts

Leon Morris, The Cross of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988), 6.
Millard Erickson, Christian Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1990), 809.
80 Morris, The Cross of Jesus, 6.
81 Phillip Bliss was a key member of Moody’s membership worship team. He and his wife tragically died on
December 29, 1876 when a train bridge over the Ashtabula river in Ohio collapsed. These lyrics were found in
the wreckage and a tune was added.
82 Premier, “Unbelievable? Are the Gospels Based on Eyewitness Testimony? Bart Ehrman vs Richard
Bauckham: Saturday 09 April 2016 2:30:00 Pm,” Premier Christian Radio, April 9, 2016,
http://www.premierchristianradio.com/Shows/Saturday/Unbelievable/Episodes/Unbelievable-Are-theGospels-based-on-eyewitness-testimony-Bart-Ehrman-vs-Richard-Bauckham.
78
79
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2:22-23) and thus continues to provide a basis for Christian belief today. It
guarantees the reality of eternal life for all who trust the gospel (1 Cor 15:1-4, 20).83
Packer’s article is a beautiful summary:
Jesus’ resurrection, which was a divine act involving all three Persons of the Godhead
not just a resuscitation of the ruined physical frame that was taken down from the cross
for burial. It was, rather, a transformation of Jesus’ humanity that enabled him to
appear, vanish, and move unseen from one location to another It was the creative
renewing of his original body, the body that is now fully glorified and deathless. . . Paul
envisages that Christians who are alive on earth at the moment of Christ’s return will
undergo a similar transformation, though in 2 Corinthians 5:1-5 he shows himself
aware that Christians who die before the Second Coming will be “clothed” with their
new body (the “eternal house in heaven”) as a distinct event, at or after the time of the
old body’s return to dust
Christianity rests on the certainty of Jesus’ resurrection as a space-time occurrence in
history. All four Gospels highlight it, focusing on the empty tomb and resurrection
appearances, and Acts insists on it . . . Paul regarded the Resurrection as indisputable
proof that the message about Jesus as Judge and Savior is true.
Jesus’ resurrection demonstrated his victory over death, vindicated him as righteous
and indicated his divine identity. It led on to his ascension and enthronement and his
present heavenly reign. It guarantees the believer’s present forgiveness and
justification and is the basis of resurrection life in Christ for the believer here and
now.84
The bodily resurrection of Christ is the only reasonable explanation for these 11 points
summarized by Lewis and Demarest:85
1. Jesus of Nazareth died and was buried. It is beyond reasonable doubt that Jesus died
and was buried.
2. After the crucifixion a resurrection was unexpected.
3. The tomb was open and empty.
4. The grave clothes were undisturbed.
5. For 40 days Jesus appeared to people prior to his ascension.
6. The disciples were transformed from despair to hope, their disbelief to faith, their
fear to courage.

G.R. Habermas, “Resurrection of Christ,” in The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, ed. Walter A. Elwell
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984), 941.
84 J.I. Packer, Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs (Wheaton: Tyndale House, 1993), 125–126.
85 Bruce A. Demarest and Gordon Russell Lewis, Integrative Theology (Grand Rapids: Academie Books, 1987),
482–84.
83
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7. A new movement arose in Jerusalem and quickly advanced through the region. It
was based on the belief that Jesus was alive . . . There is nothing but the resurrection
to distinguish the first Christians from any other Jews of the day.
8. The Christian church still exists today . . .The frailty and fallibility of church leaders
has become notorious in literature and the media. Had it not been for its confidence
in the One who conquered sin and death, the church would have long ago
disappeared.
9. Christians generally practice Sunday worship . . . If not for the resurrection, what
remarkable first century event can explain that major transformation of a
longstanding Sabbath tradition?
10. The first century produced the written New Testament, which remains to this day. If
Jesus did not rise, what first-century event did motivate the written preservation of
the apostles’ teaching?
11. The calendar directs attention to what happened before Christ (B.C.) and after the
birth of the Lord (A.D.). If Jesus did not rise, what event in history better accounts
for the change in the dating of all events that later occurred?
Steve Dewitt gives 15 characteristics of Christ’s resurrection body (and ours as well):86
1. He looked like a normal human. He didn’t look like a toad or elephant or an angel.
He looked human. So much so that on the road to Emmaus, the two disciples were
mystified that he didn’t know the local news. His body shape and appearance were
distinctly human.
2. He was the same gender as his pre-resurrection self. He wasn’t resurrected a
woman, but a man. We rightly assume this to be the case for all of us. There is no
marriage in the future kingdom but there is sexuality and gender. We retain that as
it is part of God’s good creation.
3. He looked like his pre-resurrection self. When he appeared to the disciples in the
locked upper room, nobody said, Who is this guy? They all knew who he was. They
didn’t need to see the scars. It was the guy who hadn’t seen him that required that.
4. He was “touchable”. The famous disciple Thomas said, unless I touch his scars, I will
not believe. Jesus appeared to him and he invited him to touch him. Mary clung to
him on Easter morning. He says to them, see I am not a ghost. A ghost does not have
flesh and bones as I have (Luke 24:39).
5. He ate. He ate in the upper room, he broke bread with Emmaus road disciples, and
he ate fish by the sea of Galilee with the disciples. All of this after his resurrection.
6. He talked. He spoke words audibly. His mouth moved like ours as he did it. He
spoke on many different occasions. He talked.
7. He walked. He walked with the Emmaus road disciples. Presumably, so much like
we walk that they didn’t notice anything unusual. Resurrected bodies will walk.
Stand. Run. Jump. Dance. Even the Baptist ones.
8. He heard. He had conversations with the disciples. He responded to Mary’s words in
the garden. He had the sense of hearing.
Steve Dewitt, “Resurrection Characteristics,” It’s All About Him, July 14, 2011,
http://stevedewitt.org/2011/04/14/resurrection-characteristics/.
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9. He saw. He saw Mary crying. He saw and spoke directly to Thomas. His eyes
worked. He saw the disciples fishing, called out to them, and even told them which
side of the boat to fish on. He could see.
10. His body had extraordinary abilities. He suddenly appeared in a locked room on
two occasions. In his ascension, he rose from the ground out of sight. These may be
related more to his deity than his body, so some of you may still not be able to dunk
a basketball, but it’s fun to consider the possibilities.
11. He was self-aware – “It is I”. He knows who he is. There’s no Jason Bourne here. No
search for identity. Resurrected bodies have self-awareness and identity and
identify with their pre-resurrection self.
12. His personality continued – “Greetings!” Jesus’ words are filled with personality.
Greetings, he cries. Peace be with you, he says.
13. He had full memory of pre-resurrection life. He knows the disciples. He speaks
immediately of them. He knows Mary and says her name in the garden. He
remembers and reminds the disciples of the words he had told them (Luke 24:44).
There’s no amnesia here. He is the same person with all the memories of prior life
still there, like he had never died.
14. He had emotions. He’s not mechanical in the way he relates. He rebukes the
disciples for being slow to believe and understand. We see tenderness from him for
the women who came to the tomb.
15. He had love, spoke of love, and sought love. The gospel of John ends with Jesus
inquiring about love. He asked Peter if he loved him. Not once but three times. What
an assurance as we see after the resurrection, we are still relational and wired for
deep affection with each other. This includes love and friendship no doubt greater
than any two sinners here can enjoy.
Sanctification - Sanctification is God's setting apart of believers and the Holy Spirit working
in their lives so that their lives reflect that they are justified.
The Seven Last Words of Christ reference Jesus’s final statements on the cross, not
individual words per se. These seven final statements include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Luke 23:3487
“I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise" Luke 23:43.88
“Dear Woman, here is your son!” and “Here is your mother!” John 19:26-27.
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” Matthew 27:46
5. “I am thirsty” John 19:28.
6. “It is finished!” John 19:30.
7. “Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit” Luke 23:46
Chris Brauns, “Didn’t Jesus Forgive Unconditionally on the Cross?,” A Brick in the Valley: The Web Site of
Pastor and Author Chris Brauns, February 15, 2008, http://chrisbrauns.com/2008/02/didnt-jesus-forgiveunconditionally-on-the-cross/. See also John MacArthur, “The Seven Last Sayings of Christ: A Plea for
Forgiveness,” Grace To You, March 23, 2015, http://www.gty.org/blog/B150323.
88 See “Thieves” on page 6.
87
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In reference to thirst, Tim Keller pointed out in a sermon (22:30 mark) that on the Cross
experienced “cosmic thirst” but now he offers to us water. “He was experiencing the cosmic
thirst we deserve so that we could have water without cost.” 89
*Wrath of God90 – The righteous anger of God directed at sinners the ultimate consequence
of which is hell. God’s wrath is “the settled opposition of his holiness to evil.” 91
It is an oft-repeated truth in the Bible that God will punish sin. According to John 3:36,
“Whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”
Likewise, Ephesians 2:3 says that, apart from Christ, we are “children of wrath.”92 Jesus
spoke often of hell (Mark 9:43, 45, 47, Luke 12:5).
It must be stressed that God’s wrath is not incompatible with his love. Hence, John 3
comforts us that God so loved the world that he gave his only unique Son. This same
chapter also concludes by warning, as noted above, that for those who reject Christ, the
wrath of God remains on them (John 3:36).
Additionally, we must be careful to not read the sinful anger of human beings into the
wrath of God. God’s wrath doesn’t reference a divine temper tantrum.
The reality of the wrath of God is foundational to understanding the necessity of the cross.
It is because of the wrath of God that the cross was necessary so that Jesus could take the
punishment we deserved for sin and die in our place. Hence, the cross offers the only
alternative to absorbing God’s punishment. Morris summarizes, “The Scripture is clear that
the wrath of God is visited upon sinners or else that the Son of God dies for them.”
Apart from an understanding of the wrath of God, we can never fully understand the cross.
Quoting Morris yet again “Unless we give a real content to the wrath of God, unless we hold
that men really deserve to have God visit upon them the painful consequences of their
wrongdoing, we empty God’s forgiveness of its meaning.” 93
R.C. Sproul:
Timothy Keller, “The New Heaven and New Earth” (Sermon, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York,
NY), accessed August 23, 2015, http://podbay.fm/show/352660924/e/1317415673.
90 See the fascinating post, Tony Reinke, “Is Tim Keller Weak on Wrath?,” Desiring God, February 28, 2014,
http://www.desiringgod.org//blog/posts/is-tim-keller-weak-on-wrath. See also Derek Rishmaway, “Keller,
Passive Wrath, and Understanding the ‘Fearful Symmetry’ of Judgment,” Blog, Reformedish, (March 1, 2014),
http://derekzrishmawy.com/2014/03/01/keller-passive-wrath-and-understanding-the-fearful-symmetryof-judgment/.
91 W.C. Robinson, “Wrath,” in The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, ed. Walter A. Elwell (Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1984), 1196. See also the chapter on the wrath of God in J.I. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove: IVP,
1973).
92 One of my professors taught us that, “The essence of [theological] liberalism is that God isn’t angry - - this
undermines the need for reconciliation.” Dr. A. Crawford Albert J. Crawford, "Unpublished Lecture on
Systematic Theology," (Grand Rapids: Grand Rapids Baptist Theological Seminary, 1991).
93 Morris, The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, 3rd:212–13.
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The Cross was at once the most horrible and the most beautiful example of God’s
wrath. It was the most just and the most gracious act in history. God would have
been more than unjust, He would have been diabolical to punish Jesus if Jesus had
not first willingly taken on Himself the sins of the world . . . Yet it was done for us.
This “for us” aspect of the Cross is what displays the majesty of its grace. At the same
time justice and grace, wrath and mercy. It is too astonishing to fathom. 94
Other notes on the wrath of God:
Many object to the wrath of God. But who would want a god who does not judge? Packer
asks the question:
Would a God who did not care about the difference between right and wrong be a
good and admirable Being? Would a God who put no distinction between the beasts
of history, the Hitlers and Stalins (if we dare use names), and his own saints, be
morally praiseworthy and perfect? More indifference would be an imperfection in
God, not a perfection. But not to judge the world would be to show moral
indifference. The final proof that God is a perfect moral Being, not indifferent to
questions of right and wrong, is the fact that he has committed himself to judge the
world.
It seems that Erickson softens wrath too much when he says that God isn’t the enemy of
sinners.95 How can we say that he isn’t the enemy given hell? However, it can be said that
God does truly love his enemies. See Morris.96
“While God is only rarely spoken of as hating the wicked, it is common for the Old
Testament to refer to him as angry with them. God’s anger should not be thought of
as uncontrolled fury or personal spitefulness. Rather is more in the nature of
righteous indignation.” Millard Erickson97
“Divine wrath must not be identified with petty jealousy, arbitrary vengeance, or
other types of selfish vindictiveness. God’s wrath is the reaction of his holy love
against sin. Such righteous indignation is not the opposite of love; it is a part or
aspect of faithful love. ‘God’s wrath is an integral constituent of his love. The wrath
of God is the active manifestation of God’s essential incapacity to be morally
indifferent and let sin alone. It denotes the attitude of God in his holy love toward
willful sin. It is his grace smitten with dreadful sorrow. It is his love in agony.’”98

R.C. Sproul, The Holiness of God, 25th Anniversary Edition (Lake M: Ligonier Press, 2010), 147.
Erickson, Christian Theology, 604.
96 Morris, The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, 3rd:175.
97 Erickson, Christian Theology, 604.
98 Demarest and Lewis, Integrative Theology, 406 Vol 1.
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See Sam Storm’s post: Can a God Without Wrath Be Good? 99
See Carson on God hating sin and loving the sinner. 100

Sam Storms, “Can a God without Wrath Be Good?,” Enjoying God, February 14, 2014,
http://www.samstorms.com/enjoying-god-blog/post/can-a-god-without-wrath-be-good.
100 “I Will Gladly Believe In God If You’ll Just Show Me Evidence His Opinions Are Identical To Mine,” The
Babylon Bee, July 15, 2016, http://babylonbee.com/news/gladly-believe-god-just-show-evidence-opinionsidentical-mine/.
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Key Bible Passages for Holy Week (In addition to the Gospel Accounts)
First Corinthians 15
First Corinthians 15 is Paul’s great resurrection chapter in which he begins with a review of
the gospel and then unpacks the significance of the resurrection for life and ministry.
First Peter 2:21-25
Central section in which Peter applies the example of Christ in the larger context to how
Christians should relate to other people in the workplace, with government, and marriage.
Isaiah’s Servant Songs (Isaiah 42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-9, 52:13-53:12)
Isaiah’s servant songs are four passages in Isaiah that uniquely prophesy Christ and are of
central importance as we remember the death, burial, and resurrection. Select quotes
below show the importance of Isaiah’s Servant Songs.
Youngblood explains the title of servant. “The title implies that God has chosen the person
or persons so designated and that they are to submit to him in obedience, worship, and
ministry.”101 As to the identity of the servant in the servant, Youngblood concludes, “In all
four of the basic servant songs the messianic interpretation is the best way to handle the
data.”102

101
102

Ronald F. Youngblood, The Book of Isaiah (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993), 148.
Ibid., 149.
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Summary of the Four Servant Songs103
Servant
Song
Isaiah 42:1-9

Isaiah 49:1-7

Isaiah 50:4-9

Isaiah 52:1353:12

Summary Thoughts
The servant is chosen for a mission. He won’t force his way,
but will do it quietly and gently. He will accomplish it. He will
be a “light for the nations (Isaiah 42:6).”
The servant is formed in the womb. It will be a huge task, but
he will be given as a light to the nations. This anticipates the
servant’s double task for Israel and the Gentiles.104 Great
difficulties are anticipated in his work.
This song reaffirms the servant’s work of witness and
preaching that is met with scorn and contempt. The servant
himself speaks mentioning suffering to be faced - - yet the
nature of the suffering is not mentioned because that is
reserved for the fourth song.105
The servant will win the victory through the unlikely
approach of suffering in the place of those he saves:
“sacrificial suffering, suffering with and for others.”

Youngblood says that the theme of the suffering servant is the most important theme in
Isaiah.106
Oswalt regarding the Servant Songs writes:
. . . there is a unique emphasis on what the Servant will accomplish for the world . . .
my position is that in these passages Isaiah is speaking of an individual, almost
certainly the Messiah, who will be the ideal Israel. Through his obedient service to
God, Israel will be enabled to perform the service of blessing the nations that had
been prophesied in Gen 12:3 and elsewhere. 107
God’s answer to the oppressors of the world is not more oppression, nor is his
answer to arrogance more arrogance; rather, in quietness, humility, and simplicity,
he will take all of the evil into himself and return only grace. That is power (Oswalt,
111).108
In the context of reflecting on the Servant Songs, Edward J. Young writes:

Peterson, The Jesus Way: A Conversation on the Ways That Jesus Is the Way, 175–76. See also Youngblood,
The Book of Isaiah, 335.
104 J. Alec Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1993), 423.
105 Youngblood, The Book of Isaiah, 335.
106 Ibid., 147. See also Peterson, The Jesus Way: A Conversation on the Ways That Jesus Is the Way, 174.
107 John N. Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah Chapters 40-66, ed. R.K. Harrison and Robert L. Jr. Hubbard, The New
International Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998), 108.
108 Ibid., 111.
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Christ was sent in order to bring the whole world under the authority of God and
under obedience to Him.109
Those who gather about him to hear his teaching will discover that he spoke as
never man spoke. His teaching was not accomplished through loud proclamation
but by quiet instruction.110
Isaiah 42:1-9
“Matthew 12:15-21 describes one aspect of the ministry of Jesus, and it does so primarily
by quoting Isaiah 42:1-4, the first of the servant songs. Matthew saw in Jesus Christ the
ultimate fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy concerning the servant’s call.” 111
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Isaiah 52:12-53:12 is one of four servant songs. In the Old Testament “Only the strange,
silent figure of Isaiah 53 stands before us as one who, it is said, remains innocent and
righteous.” N.T. Wright112
Along with Psalm 22, Isaiah 53 is the central prophetic prophecy of the atonement found in
the Old Testament. It vividly describes Christ’s substitutionary death 700 years before the
cross. The Church Father Polycarp said Isaiah 53 is the golden “passional” of the Old
Testament evangelist. Youngblood tells us that this song is often called the Gospel of the
Old Testament and this passage is quoted more often than any other in the New Testament.
Regarding the importance of Isaiah 53 in regards to the atoning work of Christ, Stott writes:
But it is particularly the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, describing the servant’s
suffering and death, which is applied consistently to Jesus Christ. ‘No other passage
from the Old Testament’, Joachim Jeremias has written, ‘was as important to the
Church as Isaiah 53.’19 The New Testament writers quote eight specific verses as
having been fulfilled in Jesus. Verse 1 (‘who has believed our message?’) is applied
to Jesus by John (12:38). Matthew sees the statement of verse 4 (‘he took up our
infirmities and carried our diseases’) as fulfilled in Jesus’ healing ministry (8:17).
That we have gone astray like sheep (v. 6), but that by his wounds we have been
healed (v. 5) are both echoed by Peter (1 Pet. 2:22–25), and so in the same passage
are verse 9 (‘nor was any deceit in his mouth’) and verse 11 (‘he will bear their
iniquities’). Then verses 7 and 8, about Jesus being led like a sheep to the slaughter
and being deprived of justice and of life, were the verses the Ethiopian eunuch was
reading in his chariot, which prompted Philip to share with him ‘the good news

Youngblood, The Book of Isaiah, 111.
Ibid., 113.
111 Ibid., 150.
112 N.T. Wright, Evil and the Justice of God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2006), 72.
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about Jesus’ (Acts 8:30–35). Thus verses 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 11 – eight verses out of
the chapter’s twelve – are all quite specifically referred to Jesus.113
Stott also notices that Jesus himself made numerous references to Isaiah 53. 114 For
example, Christ said that he would be:
•
•
•

Rejected
Taken away.
Numbered with the transgressors

Many other statements allude to Isaiah 53. Regarding Isaiah 53, Spurgeon wrote:
This is one of the chapters that lie at the very heart of the Scriptures. It is the very
Holy of holies of Divine Writ. Let us, therefore, put off our shoes from our feet, for
the place whereon we stand is especially holy ground.
And:
This fifty-third of Isaiah is a Bible in miniature. It is the condensed essence of the
gospel. I thought that our beloved friend, Mr. Moody, answered with extreme
wisdom a question that was put to him when he came to London some years ago. A
number of ministers had come together to meet Mr. Moody, and they began to
discuss various points, and to ask what were the evangelist’s views upon certain
doctrines. At last, one brother said, “Would Mr. Moody kindly give us his creed? Is it
in print?” In a moment the good man replied, “Certainly; my creed is in print, it is the
53rd of Isaiah.” It was a splendid reply. How could a man come closer to the very
essentials of the faith than by saying, “My creed is in the 53rd of Isaiah”? I trust that
many of you, dear friends can not only say, “This is my creed,” but also, “This is the
foundation upon which I have built all my hopes for time and for eternity; this is the
source of my sweetest consolation; this is the sun that makes my day, and the star
that gilds my night.” In these twelve verses there is everything that we need to teach
us the way of salvation; God, the infinitely-wise Teacher, has revealed to us, within
this short compass, all that is necessary to bring peace to troubled Spirits.
In terms of exegetical notes for the fourth servant song:
•

Young notices that the context of the servant song contrasts the new exodus from
the old one. Whereas the first exodus was in haste, this one will be done confidently
with the Lord as our rear guard (Isaiah 52:12). 115

•

“After Isaiah 53, the singular word “servant” never appears again in the book of
Isaiah. The pyramid or cone diagram of the suffering servant of the Lord reaches its

Stott, The Cross of Christ, 145.
Ibid.
115 Youngblood, The Book of Isaiah, 334.
113
114
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apex in 53:11, and from this point on every occurrence of the word “servant” in
Isaiah is in the plural - - ‘servants’ (54:17; 63:17; 65:8-9; 13-15; 66:14) – referring to
Jewish and Gentile believers who are faithful . . .” Youngblood 116
Psalm 22
Psalm 22 is a psalm with application in David’s life (circa 1000 B.C) but it is prophetic and
fulfilled completely only by Christ. Hence, it is sometimes called the 5 th Gospel account of
the cross.117 Spurgeon says that this Psalm is beyond all others
The Psalm of the Cross. It may have been actually repeated word by word by our
Lord when hanging on the tree; it would be too bold to say that it was so, but even a
causal reader may see that it might have been . . . O for grace to draw near and see
this great sight! We should read reverently, putting off our shoes from our feet, as
Moses did at the burning bush, for if there be holy ground anywhere in Scripture it
is this psalm.118
Regarding Psalm 22, Kaiser writes:
David did experience unusual suffering, but under a revelation from God he
witnesses suffering of one of his offspring, presumably the last in that promised line,
that far transcends anything that came his way. 119
The Psalm’s essential message is summarized in verse 24. In spite of God’s awful delay in
answering prayer, he answers and upholds ultimate justice.” 120 So, someone has said, that
while Psalm 22 begins with a “sob”, it ends with a “song” in anticipation of the
resurrection.121
Kidner:
No Christian can read this without being vividly confronted with the crucifixion. It is
not only a matter of prophecy minutely fulfilled, but of the sufferer’s humility - there is no plea for vengeance—and his vision of a world-wide ingathering of the
Gentiles. The Gelineau translation entitles it ‘The suffering servant wins the
deliverance of the nations’.

Ibid., 157.
Peter C. Craigie, Psalms 1-50, ed. David A. Hubbard et al., Word Biblical Commentary (Waco: Word, 1983),
202.
118 {Citation}
119 Walter C. Kaiser, The Messiah in the Old Testament, Studies in Old Testament Biblical Theology (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 113.
120 Waltke, Bruce K., Houston, James M., and Erika Moore, The Psalms as Christian Worship: A Historical
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010), 398.
121 “Psalms Studies - Book 1,” accessed March 27, 2012,
http://www.christadelphianbooks.org/booker/psalms1/psabka30.html.
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No incident recorded of David can begin to account for this. 122
The below table summarizes how the gospels reference Psalm 22.

Derek Kidner, Psalms 1-72, ed. D.J. Wiseman, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL:
IVP, 1973), 105.
122
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Summary of The New Testament’s Use of Psalm 22
Pastor Chris Brauns
Psalm 22

Psalm 22:18 - they divide my
garment among them, and for
my clothing they cast lots.

Psalm 22:7 All who see me
mock me; they make mouths at
me; they wag their heads;

Psalm 22:1a - My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?

Psalm 22:22 I will tell of your
name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation
I will praise you:
Psalm 22:31 – they shall come
and proclaim his righteousness
to a people yet unborn that he
has done it.

New Testament
Matthew 27:35 - And when they had crucified him,
they divided his garments among them by casting
lots.
Mark 15:24 - And they crucified him and divided his
garments among them, casting lots for them, to
decide what each should take.
Luke 23:34b – And they cast lots to divide his
garments.
John 19:24 - so they said to one another, “Let us not
tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.”
This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, / “They
divided my garments among them, and for my
clothing they cast lots.”
So the soldiers did these things,
Matthew 27:39 - And those who passed by derided
him, wagging their heads
Mark 15:29 - And those who passed by derided him,
wagging their heads
Matthew 27:46 - And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”
Mark 15:34 - And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with
a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?”
Hebrews 2:12 - saying, “I will tell of your name to
my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your
praise.”
John 19:30 When Jesus had received the sour wine,
he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and
gave up his spirit.

See my sermon notes (sm120401) on this including Piper cross reference.
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Psalm 118
Psalm 118, with its repeated hopeful refrain that
the LORD’s steadfast love endures forever, is
important during Holy Week because:
•

•

•

The crowds who yelled “Hosanna” on
Palm Sunday as a part of the Triumphal
Entry were quoting Psalm 118:26
(Matthew 21:9, Mark 11:9-10).
Jesus infuriated the Pharisees when he
quoted Psalm 118 in the Parable of the
Tenants (Matthew 21:33-46, cf. Mark
12:10, Luke 20:17, Acts 4:11, Ephesians
4:20).
It is likely that Psalm 118 was the hymn
that Jesus and the Disciples sang on
Thursday night after the Last Supper before going out to the Mount of Olives. 123

Kidner writes these introductory paragraphs in reference to Psalm 118:
The stir of a great occasion lends its excitement to the psalm as it proceeds,
and we become aware of a single worshipper at its centre, whose progress to the
Temple to offer thanks celebrates no purely private deliverance like that of Psalm
116, but a victory and vindication worthy of a king. . .
As the final psalm of the ‘Egyptian Hallel’ sung to celebrate the Passover . . .
this psalm may have pictured to those who first sang it the rescue of Israel at the
Exodus, and the eventual journey’s end at Mount Zion. But it was destined to be
fulfilled more perfectly, as the echoes of it on Palm Sunday and the Passion Week
make clear to every reader of the Gospels.124
Hosanna on Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:1-11). The crowds quoted to Psalm 118 in
during the Triumphal Entry when they shouted “hosanna.”
[1] Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, “Go into the village
in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.
Untie them and bring them to me. [3] If anyone says anything to you, you shall say,
‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” [4] This took place to fulfill
what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

Kostenberger and Taylor, The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person
Who Ever Lived, 912.
124 Derek Kidner, Psalms 73-150, ed. D.J. Wiseman, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL:
IVP, 1975), 412–413.
123
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[5] “Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”
[6] The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. [7] They brought
the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. [8] Most of
the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. [9] And the crowds that went before him and that
followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” [10] And when he
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” [11] And the
crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” (Matthew 21:1-11
ESV)
“Hosanna” appears only in the Old Testament is in Psalm 118:25. See “hosanna” on page 27
in theological terms.125
In Psalm 118, the words “save us” translate the Hebrew word “hosanna.” Hosanna carries
the obvious meaning of a cry to God for help. But by the time we get to the Triumphal entry
“hosanna” also carries the connotation of victory. We might paraphrase, “Our God will save
us.”
Today we should cry out hosanna both as a petition for God to save us, but also
triumphantly knowing that Jesus has won the decisive victory over death.
The Parable of the Tentants. Jesus references Psalm 118 in Matthew 21:42 in the Parable
of the Tenants. The Pharisees perceived that Jesus was talking about them and did not
appreciate it (Matthew 21:45-46).
[33] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and
leased it to tenants, and went into another country. [34] When the season for fruit
drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. [35] And the tenants
took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. [36] Again he
sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. [37] Finally
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ [38] But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him
and have his inheritance.’ [39] And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard
and killed him. [40] When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those tenants?” [41] They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
fruits in their seasons.”

125

Piper, “Hosanna!”
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[42] Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
[43] Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people producing its fruits. [44] And the one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
[45] When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
perceived that he was speaking about them. [46] And although they were seeking to
arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.
(Matthew 21:33-46 ESV)
Jesus’s meaning was not lost on the Pharisees. He was identifying himself as the chief
cornerstone and the Pharisees as the builders who rejected the chief cornerstone. Both
Peter (1 Peter 2:7) and Paul reference our Lord’s exposition (Ephesians 2:20).
After the Last Supper. Matthew 26:30 tells us that, “And when they had sung a hymn, they
went out to the Mount of Olives.” Given the place of Psalm 118 in Passover, it is likely that
they sang Psalm 118 together including 118:22-24.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
This is the LORD's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Psalm 118:22-24
Luke’s “Travel Narrative”
Luke 9:51-19:44 is a section of Luke’s gospel that emphasizes Jesus’s determination to go
to the cross. Throughout these chapters, Luke reminds his readers that Jesus was making
his way to Jerusalem and the Cross of his own accord.126 Notice these verses:
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.
Luke 9:51

Darrell L. Bock, Luke 9:51-24:53, ed. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1996), 957. See also D.A. Carson, “Jesus’ Resolve to Head Toward Jerusalem” (The Gospel Coalition,
Orlando, Florida, April 9, 2013),
http://thegospelcoalition.org/resources/entry/jesus_resolve_to_head_toward_jerusalem. Green points to this
list of travel allusions: 9:51, 53, 56, 57; 10:1, 38; 13:22, 23; 14:25; 17:11; 18:31, 35-36; 19:1, 11, 28, 39, 37, 41,
45. Green, The Gospel of Luke, 398, n. 12.
126
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He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward
Jerusalem. Luke 13:22
On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. Luke
17:11
And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and
everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.
Luke 18:31
And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. Luke
19:28
And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, “Would that you, even
you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden
from your eyes. Luke 19:41-42.
The point of Luke’s travel narrative is theological rather than geographical. The person
who simply focuses on a map misses the point. Rather than a list of places, seventeen
parables dominate this section127 and, interestingly, Luke mentions few miracles in this
segment.128 Luke’s arrangement shows Jesus’s determination to go to Golgotha and the
Cross.129
Green lists 5 points of emphasis in his Travel Narrative: 130
1. With Christ, salvation is coming in its fullness to all people, which Green regards as
the overall theme of Luke-Acts.131 See Luke 19:10!*
2. The expectation was that Mary’s son would be the cause of division in Israel. Those
who read this section closely notice the hostility of the religious leaders builds as
Jesus makes his way to Jerusalem. By the time he arrives, things move to a
murderous crescendo.
3. Jesus, in order to fulfill God’s purpose, must suffer rejection and be killed. Likewise,
Christ’s followers must enter the kingdom through many persecutions (Acts 14:22).
4. The “journey” to Jerusalem is a time of intensive training for the disciples who are
surprisingly obtuse. Much of the content of this section is very didactic or
instructional.
5. Progress is being made in an incredible way for God’s unfolding plan of buying his
people back from their bondage to sin.

Green, The Gospel of Luke, 398.
Bock, Luke 9:51-24:53, 960.
129 Green, The Gospel of Luke, 399.
130 Ibid., 394–399.
131 Ibid., 394.
127
128
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*As noted in point #1 above, one aspect of the beauty of Luke’s Travel Narrative is that it
anticipates the gospel going to all nations. Immediately after Jesus sets his face on
Jerusalem (Luke 9:51), the Samaritans reject Christ because of his commitment to
Jerusalem. Echoing 2 Kings 1, the James and John offer to call down fire (Luke 9:51-56).
James and John’s enquiry about fire is not altogether surprising since this follows the
Transfiguration where Elijah appeared and James and John, perhaps, recalled that Elijah
did call down fire on blasphemous Samaritans (2 Kings 1).
However, with their suggestion of fire from heaven, James and John demonstrate that they
fundamentally misunderstand the nature of Christ’s Kingdom. To be sure, God’s judgment
was coming very soon. But Jesus was going to take the penalty for sin upon him on the
cross so that the Gospel could go out to Samaria (Acts 1:6-8). Jesus rebukes James and John
and goes to the cross to take the fire on him so that the gospel might go out to Samaria and
all the world. (See my sermon on 2/16/14, “Fixed on the Cross I: Two Passages to Know on
Holy Week”).
Zechariah 9:9-10
Zechariah (circa 515 B.C.) was an Old Testament prophet who encouraged the Jewish exiles
to renew their covenant with the LORD/Yahweh: the one true God. It was a discouraging
time for Israel, but Zechariah was used to renew hope that the Messiah (the anointed one of
God) would come.
As a part of his prophecy, Zechariah prophesied the Triumphal Entry (see page 13) when
Jesus would arrive in Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy Week.
[9] Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
[10] I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth. Zechariah 9:9-10
Regarding Zechariah, the ESV Study Bible summarizes:
The latter chapters of Zechariah also show that the coming of this Davidic ruler will
not be without challenge. A new ruler will come to Jerusalem, a ruler who will not be
like the existing rulers but will be righteous and humble, bringing salvation (9:9–
11). In contrast to the shepherds who feed themselves at the expense of the flock,
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this good shepherd will take care of the flock and provide for them (9:16). He will
cleanse them of all their iniquities (13:1). Yet the flock will themselves reject this
good shepherd, and the Lord’s own sword will be unleashed against him (11:4–16;
13:7). The sheep will be scattered and left to their oppressors in a time of trial and
testing. Yet ultimately God will redeem his flock and rescue his city. Final judgment
will come upon all the nations that assaulted God’s people, and the end result will be
the complete holiness of Jerusalem. It will be restored as God’s chosen city, to which
the nations will come on pilgrimage (ch. 14).
Kaiser shows us that Zechariah (Zechariah 9:9-11) prophesies four things about the arrival
of Christ: (a) joyous excitement over his arrival (b) a gentle king (c) who banishes weapons
of war (d) and his kingdom stretches out over the earth.132
APPLYING THE CROSS TO LIFE
Nothing will prepare us for life as much as an understanding of the cross. It is certain that
the person who is not cross-centered will soon encounter a situation that cannot be faced
even if a trouble free life is faced until death, which comes quickly. As we have seen, to
begin to worship Christ and to be cross-centered, we must understand the basic narrative
of what happened during Holy Week. We must then understand the doctrine that is in view
with the atoning work of Christ. Finally, we should strive to see how this will encourage
our hearts.
Pastoral Propositions About the Cross
Here is a beginning list of how the cross should help us in every area of life. Because of the
cross, Christians should:
1. Repent and Believe. Follow Christ. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. The
Christian gospel with a crucified messiah and a risen savior - - the gracious offer of
salvation - - is unique and exclusive. Salvation is found in no one else (Acts 4:12). Christ
is the only One who was ever blameless. He was the only One who went to the Cross. He
is the only One who has conquered death. No matter how great our sin, we can find
salvation in Him.
2. Insist on the Cross and the atoning work of Christ. Too often people who identify
themselves as Christians speak little of the Cross - - and this includes pulpits. Without
the Cross we have nothing. Without the Cross we are giving motivational talks.
3. Follow the example of Christ (1 Peter 2:21, see page 36). Serve. The King of the
Universe served by washing his disciples feet. He endured insults without retaliating.
Scripture invites us to enjoy the fellowship of Christ’s suffering (Philippians 3:10). In
losing our lives for Christ’s sake, we will find them.
132

Kaiser, The Messiah in the Old Testament, 216–17.
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4. Marvel at how the Cross demonstrates the compatibility of the love of God with
the justice and wrath of God. Were it not for the Cross we could not imagine how
God’s love and justice would not be in tension with one another. But on the cross we see
that God’s wrath is not at odds with the love of the Father but rather flows out of his
love. God so loves the World that he gave his only begotten Son. The cross shows us
how God can be at once perfectly just and perfectly loving.
Here is love, vast as the ocean,
Lovingkindness as the flood,
When the Prince of Life, our Ransom,
Shed for us His precious blood.
Who His love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing His praise?
He can never be forgotten,
Throughout Heav’n’s eternal days.
On the mount of crucifixion,
Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God’s mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above,
And Heav’n’s peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love.
Let me all Thy love accepting,
Love Thee, ever all my days;
Let me seek Thy kingdom only
And my life be to Thy praise;
Thou alone shalt be my glory,
Nothing in the world I see.
Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me,
Thou Thyself hast set me free.
In Thy truth Thou dost direct me
By Thy Spirit through Thy Word;
And Thy grace my need is meeting,
As I trust in Thee, my Lord.
Of Thy fullness Thou art pouring
Thy great love and power on me,
Without measure, full and boundless,
Drawing out my heart to Thee.
5. Crave biblical preaching. The proclamation of the Word is God’s unique means of
making the gospel known. The gospel must be communicated by means of the
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proclamation of the Word rather than through graphic images (Luke 24:13-34, Acts
8:30). The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but it is the power of
God for the salvation of those who believe (1 Cor 1:18).
6. Tell others about the Cross.
7. Meditate deeply on the beauty
of our Savior. He is the King and
yet he came humbly and meekly.
Edwards was right. There is in
Christ an “admirable conjunction
of diverse excellencies.” Edwards
made the point that we might
have expected Christ to be either
exalted or humble but we could
not have conceived of him being
both.133 The more we prayerfully
mediate on Christ and
meditation on his beauty, the
more we will be like Him.134
8. Be confident. The resurrection
gives Christians apologetic
confidence in the resurrection
(our faith is true). It’s not a story
that anyone would have made
up. Nothing else can explain the
incredible spread of
Christianity. 135

An Image of Jonathan Edwards' Sermon Notes

9. Trust. The cross shows us that God can be trusted though we cannot understand life
comprehensively. The amount of understanding any individual, or even collective
humanity, can comprehend relative to the mind of God, is infinitely small. The question
is not whether or not I can fit the mind of God between our ears (we can’t!), but rather
the question is if God can be trusted even though I cannot understand everything. He
can. A God who gave his only Son is a God we can trust.136
Jonathan Edwards, “The Admiral Conjunction of Diverse Excellencies in Christ Jesus,” August 1736,
http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/admirable.html.
134 See, for example, Chris Brauns, “Spiritual Depression: A Strategy for Defeating It,” A Brick in the Valley: The
Web Site of Pastor and Author Chris Brauns, October 19, 2012, http://chrisbrauns.com/2012/10/spiritualdepression-a-strategy-for-defeating-it/.
135 Joe Carter, “Mummy Mask May Reveal Oldest Fragment of the Gospel of Mark,” The Gospel Coalition,
January 20, 2015, http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/mummy-mask-may-reveal-oldest-fragment-ofthe-gospel-of-mark.
136 Chris Brauns, “Christians Need Not Be Intellectually Troubled That They Can’t Exhaustively Explain Why
God Allows Evil,” A Brick in the Valley: The Web Site of Pastor and Author Chris Brauns, July 16, 2011,
133
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Keller successfully shows that the assets to deal with struggling reside only in a robust,
distinctive Christian faith: (1) Personal, wise, infinite, and therefore inscrutable God (2)
Christ came to earth and suffered with us - - which proves despite all inscrutability -that God cares. (3) Through faith we can have assurance of salvation. (4) Resurrection - the reversal of the seemingly irreversible!137
10. Hope. Anticipate the resurrection. As we feel ourselves dying physically, look forward
to the resurrection and a resurrection body. Christians who have died in Christ await
the experience of the resurrection when Christ returns. Hence, we will one day have the
same view of the morning that our King did on the first Easter. Cancer, diabetes, and
blindness are not the end. We will be given new bodies just as Christ was given a new
body. 1 Corinthians 15 is an extended reflection on the resurrection that concludes with
a pastoral exhortation (1 Cor 15:58).

http://chrisbrauns.com/2011/07/christians-need-not-be-intellectually-troubled-that-they-cantexhaustively-explain-why-god-allows-evil/.
137 Timothy Keller, Walking With God Through Pain and Suffering (New York: Dutton, 2013), 58.

©Chris Brauns 2017

52
Chris Brauns, Surveying the Cross
Hymns for Holy Week
One of the greatest ways to worship Christ during Holy Week is to sing great hymns that
combine theology and music. Any list would need to include the below hymns.
“Alas and Did My Savior Bleed”
“Here is Love”
There is a Fountain
Rock of Ages (Psalm 18:2)
This the Power of the Cross
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
“Were You There?”
Because He Lives
“In Christ Alone”
“Christ the Lord Has Risen Today”

Other Quotes About the Cross
When I survey the wondrous Cross, on which the Prince of glory died, my richest gain I count
but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. Isaac Watts.
The most violent expression of God’s wrath and justice is seen in the Cross. R.C. Sproul138
Paul does not appropriate the verse merely because it fits conveniently due to
verbal associations with his use of Deuteronomy 27:26 in Galatians 3:10. Instead,
the apostle uses the passage because now that Christ Jesus has opened his eyes to
understand the unfolding mystery of the gospel revealed in advance throughout the
Scriptures, we call the Old Testament (Gal 1:12-15), Paul recognizes that God
endowed Israel’s experiences with typological significances and had them inscribed
by prophets so that even obscure actions, including hung corpses of execut- ed
covenant breakers, foreshadowed things to come in the time of Mes- siah (1 Cor
10:1-11).5 As the symbolic bronze serpent hung upon a pole foreshadowed the
raising up of Messiah upon a pole (Num 25:8, 9; John 3:14), so also the raising up of
covenant breakers upon poles to bear the law’s curse and to propitiate God’s anger
138

Sproul, The Holiness of God, 147.
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from Israel typified righteous Messiah’s becoming a curse, to bear the curse of the
law once for all time. Thus, the Faithful One, condemned as a criminal, effected
redemption by propitiating God’s wrath and turned his being cursed into blessing
for his own people, both Jews and Gentiles, by bestowing the Spirit and the full
blessing promised to Abraham (Gal 3:13-14)139

A.B. Caneday, “‘Anyone Hung Upon A Pole Is Under God’s Curse:’ Deuteronomy 21:22- 23 in Old and New
Covenant Contexts,” Southern Baptist Theological Journal 18, no. 3 (2014): 121–36.
139
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“Perhaps the most striking feature of these passages is that the climactic events of Jesus’
messianic accomplishment are adduced to enforce the elementary duties of our high
vocation. This fact shows that the most transcendent truths of the gospel, the
accomplishments which lay at the centre of Jesus’ messianic commission and commitment,
bear directly upon the pattern by which the believer’s life in its concrete, practical details is
to be governed and regulated. We have a distorted concept of the relation of doctrine to life
if we think that the most transcendent truths of our faith are impractical in their bearing
upon the most menial tasks of our vocation.” 140
Add reference to Easter primer from the reason for God pages 97-114.

John Murray, Collected Writings of John Murray: Lectures in Systematic Theology, vol. 2 (Carlisle: Banner of
Truth, 1991), 308–309.
140
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APPENDIX 1: THE CHRISTIAN HISTORY OF “PAGAN” EASTER141
March 9, 2016 by Beth Allison Barr

I bought Easter candy for my students. It was a mistake.
Although the students made a valiant effort to eat as much as possible, they left a
few Reese’s Peanut Butter Eggs (a particular weakness of mine) in the candy basket.
Needless to say, they didn’t last long.
Reese’s eggs are just one of many newer adaptations of older Easter traditions.
Recent twitter posts have made me realize how much confusion still persists about these
traditions. My favorite was a screenshot on March 6 of a white board explaining that
“Easter is a pagan conspiracy” originating in the Middle Eastern cult of Ishtar and the
ancient Babylonian empire . Another, posted on February 24, proclaims that eggs and
bunnies are “fertility and sex symbols” that apparently existed in a pagan celebration
christianized in the aftermath of Constantine.
Most Americans, according to a 2010 Barna poll, consider Easter to be a religious
holiday. Yet, because of similar traditions about eggs and spring found in ancient cultures,
belief persists that Easter has pagan roots (see websites like www.christiananswers.net ).
I would like to assure you that Easter is a Christian holiday.
Yes, The Venerable Bede did write in the 8th century that the name Easter stems
from the goddess “Eostre” who gave her name to the “Eostur” month. How easily the public
has swallowed this statement as “fact,” however, testifies to why the world needs
historians. No historical evidence exists to support Bede’s statement. Indeed, scholars have
Beth Allison Barr, “The Christian History of ‘Pagan’ Easter,” Anxious Bench, March 9, 2016,
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2016/03/the-christian-history-of-pagan-easter/.
141
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long known that Bede provides interpretations based on his own opinions instead of
supporting historical evidence (i.e., not everything he says is correct!). Historian Ronald
Hutton, lamenting how Bede’s statement “has been so often quoted without any inspection
or criticism,” stresses that “it is equally valid…to suggest that the Anglo-Saxon ‘Eostermonath’ simply meant ‘the month of opening’ or ‘the month of beginnings’, and that Bede
mistakenly connected it with a goddess who either never existed at all, or was never
associated with a particular season, but merely, like Eos and Aurora, with the dawn itself.”
As historical evidence for this “shadowy deity” evaporates, Hutton continues, all evidence
for a March/April “pre-Christian festival in the British Isles” also evaporates.
Yes, eggs have existed as a symbol of new life in many cultures throughout history.
The most direct historical link to Easter eggs, however, is not ancient Middle Eastern
practices but rather Medieval European practices. Medieval French scholar Terence Scully
explains this well in The Art of Cookery in the Middle Ages. “Because eggs were one of the
most important foodstuffs covered by the dietary injunctions of Lent…the end of this long
period of purification and abstinence…was celebrated by a blessing of eggs in church.
These eggs, stained and gaudily decorated with the happiest of bright colours in
anticipation of their return to the dining board, were exchanged as gifts among friends and
relatives; quite naturally they became known as Easter Eggs.” Ronald Hutton relates how
the household of Edward I distributed 450 decorated eggs during a 1290 Easter
celebration; how thirteenth-century medieval villages gifted manorial lords with Easter
eggs; and how, by the early modern era, Easter eggs were presented to poor children. In
other words, the tradition of decorating eggs at Easter and giving eggs to children stems
clearly from the medieval Christian practice of Lent.
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So let me say it again, Easter is a Christian holiday. Similarities with pagan practices
may exist, but the most direct links come from the medieval Christian world. The Easter
bunny is perhaps the biggest exception. Once again, however, a pagan goddess is not the
root of this tradition. The earliest reference to a rabbit bringing eggs is from a late
sixteenth-century German text (1572). The earliest reference I can find linking Easter
traditions with Bede’s “shadowy goddess” Eostre (Ostara) is from an 1835 account of thefamous-writer-of-fairy-tales-himself Jakob Grimm. Thus, the historical trail of evidence for
the Easter Bunny begins in a world far, far removed from ancient paganism.
Just as the modern manifestation of the Easter Bunny is more firmly rooted in early
modern Christian Europe than the world of an ancient pagan goddess, the Easter tradition
represented by the Reese’s eggs I can’t help but eat have roots firmly entrenched in
medieval Christianity.
Remember, historical parallels are not the same as historical evidence. To parody a
quote attributed to Freud: sometimes a historical similarity is just a historical similarity.
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APPENDIX 2: FIVE ERRORS TO DROP FROM YOUR EASTER SERMON
Andreas Kostenberger and Justin Taylor 142
1. Don't say Jesus died when he was 33 years old.
The common assertion seems reasonable that if Jesus "began his ministry" when he
"was about thirty years of age" (Luke 3:23) and engaged in a three-year ministry (John
mentions three Passovers, and there might have been a fourth one), then he was 33 years
old at the time of his death. However, virtually no scholar believes Jesus was actually 33
when he died. Jesus was born before Herod the Great issued the decree to execute "all the
male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under" (Matt.
2:16, ESV) and before Herod died in the spring of 4 B.C. If Jesus was born in the fall of 5 or 6
B.C., and if we remember that we don't count the "0" between B.C. and A.D., then Jesus
would have been 37 or 38 years old when he died in the spring of A.D. 33 (as we believe is
most likely). Even if Jesus died in the year A.D. 30 (the only serious alternative date), he
would have been 34 or 35, not 33 years old. No major doctrine is affected by this common
misconception. But don't damage your credibility by confidently proclaiming "facts" from
the pulpit that are not true.
2. Don't explain the apparent absence of a lamb at the Last Supper by only saying
Jesus is the ultimate Passover Lamb.
While it is gloriously true that Jesus is "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world" (John 1:29), this does not mean there was no physical paschal lamb at the Lord's

Andreas Kostenberger and Justin Taylor, “Five Errors to Drop From Your Easter Sermon,” Christianity
Today, April 15, 2014, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/april-web-only/five-errors-to-drop-fromyour-easter-sermon.html.
142
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Supper. In fact, there almost certainly was: "Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on
which the Passover lamb [pascha] had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,
'Go and prepare the Passover [pascha] for us, that we may eat it [i.e., the pascha]'" (Luke
22:7–8; cf. Mark 14:12). Even if it isn't specifically mentioned in the Gospel accounts, eating
the paschal lamb was an important part of every Jewish Passover (Ex. 12:3). This is why the
disciples ate the meal together as a group, at night, within the city gates, where it would
have been eaten with red wine and consumed before the breaking of bread and singing of a
hymn. While there's disagreement about the nature of the Last Supper, we think it's clear
that Jesus celebrated Passover with the Twelve on the night before the crucifixion—with
Jesus making it clear that he saw himself in the tradition of God's mighty deliverance of his
people Israel from bondage in Egypt by the blood of a sacrificial lamb.
3. Don't say the same crowds worshiped Jesus on Palm Sunday and then cried out
for his crucifixion on Good Friday.
This kind of statement makes for a powerful sermon point to illustrate the fickleness
of the human heart when it comes to Jesus the Messiah. But a couple of qualifications need
to be added. First, it is not entirely clear that the "Hosanna!" crowd acclaiming Jesus'
triumphal entry is the same group of people as the "Crucify him!" crowd gathered before
Pontius Pilate. The former seem to be mainly pilgrims from Galilee along with Jesus's
disciples, while the latter seem to be largely those from Jerusalem. Second, both crowds are
expressing passion based on misunderstanding. As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey,
the excitement of those proclaiming "Hosanna!" was based on an erroneous nationalistic
conception of the Messiah. And when Jesus stood with Pontius Pilate before the Jerusalem
Jews, stirred up by their leaders who were falsely charging Jesus with blasphemy, their

©Chris Brauns 2017

63
Chris Brauns, Surveying the Cross
condemnation was likewise based on a misconception of the Messiah's identity. The
common bond between both crowds is not the fickleness of the human heart but the lack of
genuine knowledge and worship of the humble Messiah and suffering Servant.
4. Don't bypass the role of the women as witnesses of the resurrected Christ.
The number and identity of the women in the resurrection accounts can be difficult
to untangle, which is one of the reasons why we provide a glossary in The Final Days of
Jesus as a guide. One of the confusing things, for example, is that no less than four of the
women share the name Mary: (1) Mary Magdalene; (2) Mary the mother of Jesus; (3) Mary
the mother of James and Joses/Joseph; and (4) Mary the wife of Clopas (who may have
been the brother of Joseph of Nazareth). In addition, there is Joanna (whose husband,
Chuza, was the household manager for Herod Antipas) and Salome (probably the mother of
the apostles James and John).
As you preach this Easter, do not bypass the testimony of the women as an
incidental detail. In the first century, women were not even eligible to testify in a Jewish
court of law. Josephus said that even the witness of multiple women was not acceptable
"because of the levity and boldness of their sex." Celsus, the second-century critic of
Christianity, mocked the idea of Mary Magdalene as an alleged resurrection witness,
referring to her as a "hysterical female … deluded by … sorcery."
This background matters because it points to two crucial truths. First, it is a
theological reminder that the kingdom of the Messiah turns the system of the world on its
head. In this culture, Jesus radically affirmed the full dignity of women and the vital value of
their witness. Second, it is a powerful apologetic reminder of the historical accuracy of the
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resurrection accounts. If these were "cleverly devised myths" (2 Pet. 1:16, ESV), women
would never have been presented as the first eyewitnesses of the risen Christ.
5. Don't focus on the suffering of Jesus to the extent that you neglect the glory of the
Cross in and through the Resurrection.
Certain Christian traditions tend to focus almost unilaterally on the suffering of
Jesus on the cross, on the incredible pain he had to endure, and on his humiliation and
separation from God. This can be seen in cinematic depictions such as Mel Gibson's The
Passion of the Christ, the Roman Catholic reenactment of his path to the crucifixion on the
Via Dolorosa (the Way of Sorrows) in the stations to the Cross, and in quite a few sermons
both of us have heard in the evangelical churches we attended (not to mention many of our
favorite hymns). Of course, the four biblical Gospels, especially Matthew, Mark, and Luke,
concur that Jesus suffered a great deal for us as he gave his life for our salvation so that we
could be forgiven of our sins.
And yet, there is another aspect to the Easter story. It is best encapsulated in John's
statement that Jesus, when he "knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to
the Father, having loved his own who were in the world … loved them to the end" (13:1,
ESV). When introducing not only the scene of the foot-washing, but his entire passion
narrative, John writes the following: "Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from
supper…" (13:3–4; cf. 14:28).
In other words, John is at pains to show that the Cross was not a dead end but a
station on Jesus' way back home to the Father! This is why he strikes a triumphant note at
the outset of narrating the Crucifixion: The Father had given all things into Jesus' hands,
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and Jesus was on his way back to his pre-existent glory which he enjoyed with the Father
(17:5, 24)! It is, as the writer of Hebrews put it, "for the joy that was set before him" that
Jesus "endured the cross, despising the shame" (12:2). This Easter, let's make sure we don't
leave out the "glory" part when we tell the story of Jesus' suffering. No doubt, the Cross was
glorious in and of itself in displaying Jesus' perfect obedience, God's love for humanity, and
the God-man's rendering of substitutionary atonement for sinners. Jesus' earthly work is
indeed "finished" (John 19:30), but his glorious work of ruling, reigning, and interceding
continues to this day.
Andreas Köstenberger is senior research professor of New Testament and Biblical
Theology at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina.
Justin Taylor is senior vice president and publisher for books at Crossway. They co-authored
The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important Week of the Most Important Person Who Ever
Lived (Crossway).
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APPENDIX 3. ON THE NECESSITY OF BIBLICAL PREACHING143
The Argument for Expository Preaching
While our need for God’s Word is constant, the manner in which God speaks changes in
redemptive history. In the opening verses of his book, the author of Hebrews points to the
developing character of God’s self-disclosure.
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things, through whom also he created the world (Hebrews 1:1-2, ESV).
There is a progression to God’s self-disclosure as He unfolds His plan for redemption. Prior to
the birth of Christ, God spoke primarily through the prophets. 144 Now God’s revelation has
reached the pinnacle with the incarnation of His only unique Son. 145 In these last days,146
prophets will not communicate the Word of God in the same manner as they did before the
incarnation. Peter built on this same truth when he wrote:
And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star
rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from
someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man,
but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:19-21,
ESV).

This Appendix is taken from Christopher D. Brauns, “A Manual For Motivating and Equipping Pastoral
Search Committees to Call Pastors Who Will Preach Expository Sermons” (Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary, 2006).
144 Literally, “Πολυμερω̂ς καὶ πολυτρόπως πάλαι ὁ θεὸς λαλήσας τοι̂ς πατράσιν ἐν τοι̂ς προφήταις 2ἐπʼ ἐσχάτου
τω̂ν ἡμερω̂ν τούτων” / “Many and various [ways] of old God spoke to our fathers by means of the prophets [in
contrast] to these last days (Hebrews 1:1-2a).”
145 Philip Edgcumbe Hughes, A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977),
36–37. Also, Daniel J. MacLeod, “The Finality of Christ: An Exposition of Hebrews 2:1-4,” Bibliotheca Sacra 162
(2005): 212–215.
146 Retaining the original word order, the Greek reads, “ἐπʼ ἐσχάτου τω̂ν ἡμερω̂ν τούτων”/ “in last the days
these”. The Greek word for “last” is “ἔσχατος.” It appears 52 times in the Greek New Testament and is the
word from which we get the word for one area of systematic theology, “eschatology.” This is not just a “time”
word but points to God’s unfolding plan for redemptive history.
143
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Again, we have a reached a new stage in redemptive history. God’s plan for communicating with
His people is “βεβαιότερον”/“more sure.”147
This raises the very practical question, “If God is not speaking primarily through the
prophets on this side of the Cross, how do we hear from Him today?” The first thing we must say
in answer to that question is, “through the Bible.” 148 Murray summarizes:
Since we no longer have prophets, since we do not have our Lord with us as he
was with the disciples, and since we do not have new organs of revelation as in apostolic
times, Scripture in its total extent, according to the conception entertained by our Lord
and his apostles, is the only revelation of the mind and will of God available to us. This
is what the finality of Scripture means for us; it is the only extant revelatory Word of
God.149
Paul wrote to Timothy:
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, (2 Timothy 3:16, ESV).
The Bible is God’s Word and it is profitable. In keeping with this verse, the Reformers
developed the principle of the perspicuity or clarity of Scripture. This means that anyone who
prayerfully and reverently reads the Bible can understand its meaning. 150 It is in the Bible that
we find God’s verbal Word. So, the Psalmist prays: “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of your law (Psalm 119:18, ESV).”
At the same time, the systematic truth of the clarity of Scripture does not mean that
everyone is in an equal position to comprehend the meaning of the Bible. This is true for at least

For a technical discussion of the word, “more sure,” “βεβαιότερον,” see J. N. D. Kelly, A Commentary on the
Epistles of Peter and of Jude, vol. [2nd U.S.], Thornapple Commentaries (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1969), 320–321.
148 See Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1994), 64. Grudem takes this a step further and demonstrates why we can assume that the Canon is now
complete.
149 John Murray, Collected Writings of John Murray: Professor of Systematic Theology, Westminster Theological
Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1937-1966 (Carlisle: Banner of Truth Trust, 1977), Vol. 1, 19.
150 Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, 108. The positive implications of the
clarity of Scripture will be further considered later in this section when the example of the Bereans is
discussed.
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two reasons. First, because of their spiritual “lostness,”151 some need preaching to be able to
grasp the meaning of Scripture. This is the situation of the Ethiopian in Acts 8.
So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides
me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him . . . Then Philip opened his
mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus (Acts
8:30-31, 35, ESV).
This unbeliever wants to know the meaning of what he is reading in Isaiah, but he cannot get his
mind around it.152 He is lost. In response to his need, Philip proclaims the Gospel. 153 It is this
preaching of the Good News that God uses to allow the Ethiopian to understand the plan of
salvation and the need to believe in Jesus for eternal life. The NASB reads, “And Philip opened
his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him (Acts 8:35, NASB).”
Paul explains this point theologically in Romans 10 when he argues the necessity of those
who preach. 154
But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?”

Paul describes the condition of the lost in Ephesians 2:1-3, “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins
in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind (Eph 2:1-3).”
152 “Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: ‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth (Acts 8:32-33).’”
153 The actual Greek verb used to describe what Philip did is, εὐαγγελίζω. This verb appears 54 times in the
New Testament and means, literally, to “good news announce.” William F. Arndt, F. Wilbur Gingrich,
Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early
Christian Literature, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 402. It is a favorite of Luke’s,
appearing 10 times in his Gospel and 15 times in the book of Acts. Paul uses it 20 times, especially favoring it
in Galatians (Galatians 1:8,9, 11, 16, 23, and 4:13). See also Michael Fabarez, Preaching That Changes Lives
(Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2005), 7–8.
154 This passage uses the verbs, “εὐαγγελίζω,” and the verb “κηρύσσω.” The latter means to “herald or
proclaim.” Arndt, Gingrich, Danker, and Bauer, 431. It appears 61 times in the Greek New Testament and is a
key word for preaching.
151
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So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ (Romans 10:14-17,
ESV, emphasis added).
Paul closes the book of Romans by reminding his audience that God uses proclamation to
establish believers.
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages
(Romans 16:25, ESV, emphasis added).
God specifically uses the proclamation of the Word so that lost people can understand the Good
News about Christ. Fee writes, “These passages . . . make it abundantly clear that Paul
understood Christian conversion to begin with Spirit-empowered proclamation, which by the
same Spirit found its lodging in the heart of the hearer so as to bring conviction - - of sin . . . as
well as the truth of the gospel.” 155 So, first, preaching is needed in this age because it is a specific
means that God uses to allow lost people to understand the Gospel and believe in Christ for
salvation.
The necessity of preaching is not confined to the needs of the lost. The New Testament
also teaches that God gifts some so that they can preach God’s Word and meet the needs of their
flock. Arturo G. Azurdia writes:
The New Testament certainly affirms the priesthood of all believers. It does not espouse,
however a “preacherhood” of all believers. The experience of regeneration and the
presence of the indwelling Spirit, matched with sincere desire, does not fit a man for the
ministry of proclamation, which is rather the consequence of the sovereign calling and
gifting of God.156
Paul summarizes this in Ephesians 4.
But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts
to men.” (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended
into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the one who also ascended far
Gordon Fee, God’s Empowering Presence, n.d., 849.
Arturo G. Azurdia, Spirit Empowered Preaching: Involving the Holy Spirit in Your Ministry (Geanies House,
Scotland: Mentor, Christian Focus Publications, 1998), 194.
155
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above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro
by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by
craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in
every way into him who is the head, into Christ . . . (Ephesians 4:7-15, ESV).
Paul asserts that Christ has ascended to the right hand of the Father for the purpose of filling the
whole universe. Specifically, Christ has given pastors as gifts to the church. They are presents to
the saints.157 Among these are pastors and teachers who are to build up the Body of Christ
through the activity of preaching and teaching. 158 It is the express plan of God that now, in the
Age of the Church, He will nourish and sustain His people through preaching. Otherwise,
paraphrasing Ephesians 4:14, they will be tossed to and fro on the waves of every wind of
doctrine. This idea that pastors and teachers protect their people against doctrinal error shows
that preaching and teaching is at the heart of what Paul has in mind. Sinclair Ferguson writes,
“Preaching God’s Word is the central gift of the Spirit given by Christ to the church.” 159

Building on Psalm 68, the picture in Ephesians is of a conquering hero who returns triumphantly and gives
out gifts. Markus Barth, Ephesians, Bible. v. 34-34A (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1974), 476. The point is that
Christ is the source of spiritual gifts. See also Romans 12:3-8 where Paul reminds his audience that believers
have different gifts according to the grace given to them.
158 F. F. Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians, The New International
Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984), 348–349. Bruce argues contra Dodd
that there are not significant differences between the Pauline concepts of “teaching” and “proclaiming.”
Greidanus writes, “. . . there appears to be a developing consensus today that ‘preaching and teaching were
never sharply separated by the first Christians and should not be separated by us today.’” Sidney Greidanus,
The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text: Interpreting and Preaching Biblical Literature (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1988), 77.
T. David Gordon has sought to clarify precisely what Paul means by pastor/teachers equipping the Body.
Gordon believes that the passage has been improperly used to justify a managerial role for pastors.
Regardless of this debate, all agree that the most significant aspect is that of preaching and teaching. T. David
Gordon, ""Equipping" Ministry in Ephesians 4?," Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 37, no. 1
(1994).
159Sinclair B. Ferguson, The Holy Spirit, Contours of Christian Theology (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press,
1996), 239.
157
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Notice that this gifting for preaching takes place within the context of the Church. The
Church, composed of individual local churches, is God’s new plan for this age. 160 It is a new
development in salvation history. This is the point Paul makes in Ephesians 3:1-13 when he
writes:
For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— Surely
you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that
is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. In
reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,
which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by
the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the gospel the
Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers
together in the promise in Christ Jesus. I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of
God’s grace given me through the working of his power. Although I am less than the
least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this
mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent
was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms . . . (Ephesians 3:1-10, NIV, emphasis
added).

Passages like 1 Peter 2:10 talk about the “newness” of the Church. See also 1 Corinthians 12:13 which
speaks of the beginning of the Church with the pouring out of the Holy Spirit.
160
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Paul says that the Church is a mystery / μυστήριον.161 “Mystery” in the Bible does not refer to a
“whodunit” story. Rather, it refers to that which was not previously known but has now been
revealed.162 And, this new plan that God has for the Church is incredible. Indeed, it is His intent
that:
. . . through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places (Ephesians 3:10, ESV).
Hendriksen summarizes that the Church is to be something of a mirror that reflects the manyfaceted163 wisdom of God.164 In summary, in this age, God speaks through His word and in a
special way through His Word preached in local churches.
The centrality of preaching is found throughout the New Testament. 165 John the Baptist
proclaims the advent of Jesus. Our Lord, Himself, goes throughout Israel, “teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every
affliction (Matthew 9:35b, ESV).” 166 Preaching is a constitutive part of the Great Commission.
In the Great Commission Jesus issues one central mandate, “μαθητεύσατε”/“make disciples,”
shaped by three adverbial words: “πορευθέντες”/ “going,” “βαπτίζοντες”/ “baptizing,” and
This word mystery/“μυστήριον” appears 28 times in the Greek New Testament. “μυστήριον” is a key word
in the book of Ephesians. It appears six times in the book of Ephesians: 1:9, 3:3, 3:4, 3:9, 5:32 and 6:19.
162 Louw and Nida summarize, “the content of that which has not been known before but which has been
revealed to an in-group or restricted constituency—‘secret, mystery.’ ὑμῖν δέδοται γνῶναι τὰ μυστήρια τῆς
βασιλείας τῶν οὐρανῶν ‘the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you’ Mt
13.11. There is a serious problem involved in translating μυστήριον by a word which is equivalent to the
English expression ‘mystery,’ for this term in English refers to a secret which people have tried to uncover but
which they have failed to understand. In many instances μυστήριον is translated by a phrase meaning ‘that
which was not known before,’ with the implication of its being revealed at least to some persons.” J. P. Louw
and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, 2nd ed., 2
vols., vol. 1 (New York: United Bible Societies, 1989), 344.
163 The word translated “manifold” is the Greek word, “πολυποίκιλος.” It appears only here in the Greek New
Testament. “. . . pertaining to that which is different in a number of ways—‘many and diverse, manifold,
many-sided.” Ibid., 590.
164 William Hendriksen, Commentary on Ephesians (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1967), 159.
165 Azurdia talks of how the Bible “steadily establishes preaching as the primary method of communicating
the message of the Gospel.” Azurdia, 191.
166 See also Matthew 4:23. There can be no doubt that Jesus is setting an example for his disciples to follow.
It is at the conclusion of this section that Jesus tells the disciples to pray for workers to go out into the harvest
fields (Matthew 9:38) and in chapter 10 that he sends the disciples out themselves. They are to go out and
proclaim (Matthew 10:7).
161
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“διδάσκοντες”/ “teaching.” Hence, Jesus, by way of command, explains that “teaching” is an
explicit part of making disciples (Matthew 28:18-20).167 Discipleship begins with evangelism.
But, it must also include teaching disciples to obey all the commands of Christ. 168
The emphasis on preaching continues in the book of Acts. On Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit is poured out on the Church, Peter preaches a powerful sermon about the fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecy. Many respond.169 New Testament scholars consider Acts 2:42 a
paradigmatic verse for the New Testament Church. 170 It summarizes the basic activities that
should take place in a local church.
Η̂̂̓σαν δὲ προσκαρτερου̂ντες τῃ̂ διδαχῃ̂ τω̂ν ἀποστόλων καὶ τῃ̂ κοινωνίᾳ τῃ̂ κλάσει του̂
ἄρτου καὶ ται̂ς προσευχαι̂ς. / And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42, ESV).
The verb translated “devoted” is “προσκαρτερέω.” It means “to attach ones self to.” 171 It is in the
present tense so it carries the idea of ongoing action. 172 The NASB captures this well with the
translation, “they went on.” We could say, “They continued doing these things.” So, in
describing what the church did with ongoing devotion, the “apostle’s teaching” is listed first. It is

The “adverbial words” are participles. Carson writes, “The NT can scarcely conceive of a disciple who is
not baptized or is not instructed.” D.A. Carson, "Matthew," in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, ed. Frank E.
Gaebelein (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984), 597.
168 Davies and Allison, 686.
169 Acts 2:14-21. It is significant to note the expository nature of Peter’s preaching. He preaches several Old
Testament passages including Joel 2:28 ff, Psalm 110, and Psalm 16:8-11. In a recent article Gregory Trull
examines Peter’s exposition of Psalm 16. Gregory V. Trull, "Peter's Interpretation of Psalm 16:8-11 in Acts
2:25-32," Bibliotheca Sacra 161, no. October-December (2004).
170 “Luke presents in this paragraph an ideal picture of this new community . . . This teaching was
authoritative because it was the teaching of the Lord communicated through the apostles teaching in the
power of the Spirit. For believers of later generations the New Testament Scriptures form the written deposit
of the apostolic teaching. The apostolic succession is recognized most clearly in those churches which adhere
most steadfastly to the apostolic teaching.” F. F. Bruce, The Book of the Acts, Rev. ed., The New International
Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988), 72.
171 Arndt, Gingrich, Danker, and Bauer, 715. It appears 10 times in the Greek New Testament.
172 “προσκαρτερου̂ντες”/ “devoted themselves” is a present active participle. For a discussion of the present
tense, see James Hope Moulton and Nigel Turner, A Grammar of New Testament Greek (Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark, 1906), 60.
167
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because of verses like these that Mark Dever says that expository preaching is the first mark of a
healthy church.
The first mark of a healthy church is expositional preaching. It is not only the first mark;
it is far and away the most important of them all, because if you get this one right, all of
the others should follow. The is the crucial mark . . . This is so important that, if you
miss this one and get all the other eight marks right, in a sense these others would be just
so many accidents. 173
Consider, for instance, how teaching or preaching is foundational to the second ongoing
activity, “fellowship.” “Fellowship” translates the Greek word “κοινωνία.” Its range of meaning
includes the idea of sharing. 174 By definition, “sharing” presumes that there is some commonality
that is the basis for mutual commitment. 175 And, John writes that for true biblical fellowship to
take place, proclamation or preaching is necessary.
. . . that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete (1 John 1:3-4,
ESV).
Notice how John connects the two: “. . . ἀπαγγέλλομεν καὶ ὑμι̂ν, ἵνα καὶ ὑμει̂ς κοινωνίαν ἔχητε
μεθʼ ἡμω̂ν”/ “. . . we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us (1 John
1:3a).” The Greek word, “ἵνα” / “so that,” shows purpose.176 John says, in essence, “we preach
so that we can fellowship.”177
We find the central place of preaching stated even more forcefully in the Pastoral
Epistles. Paul wrote 2 Timothy for the purpose of reminding Timothy where his focus should be
Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, Rev. and expanded ed. (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2000), 25.
Arndt, Gingrich, Danker, and Bauer, 438.
175 Carl B. Hoch, "What Is Biblical Fellowship?," Chapel Time: A Publication of Grand Rapids Baptist College and
Seminary (1976). Hoch writes, “As one examines the various passages in the New Testament dealing with
fellowship, one finds that there is a content to fellowship. This content is restrictive in its scope. The content
of the fellowship is reserved to the Lord and His activity through His church.”
176 “ἵνα” / “so that” is a marker to denote “purpose, aim, or goal.” Arndt, Gingrich, Danker, and Bauer, 475.
177 “It has the meaning here of leading the fellowship with the proclaimers, which is promised to the
recipients, to fellowship with God. . . The ‘fellowship’ of the readers and proclaimers in v. 3a is therefore in the
first instance - - on the basis of the proclamation . . .” Rudolf Schnackenburg, The Johannine Epistles:
Introduction and Commentary (New York: Crossroad, 1992), 62.
173
174
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in the ministry.178 In the same section where Paul tells Timothy that the Scripture is
“θεόπνευστος,”179 “God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16), he immediately states that the significance
of the inspiration of Scripture is that God’s man, most directly preachers, might be equipped for
every good work. He follows this up with the exhortation to Timothy:
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out
of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching (1 Timothy
4:1-2, ESV).
For Paul, the most immediate application of the doctrine of the inspiration of Scriptures is that
the Word should be preached. 180 In reference to this passage, John Piper said,
There ARE other things to do in the ministry, as these letters to Timothy show. And we
must do them to be found faithful. But none of them is treated as solemnly and forcefully
as this one simple exhortation from the apostle: “Preach the Word.” 181
Paul instructs Titus, who is appointing elders in Crete (Titus 1:5), “But as for you, teach what
accords with sound doctrine (Titus 2:1).” He tells Timothy to devote himself to the public
reading of Scripture, to preaching and teaching (1 Timothy 4:13). In listing the qualifications for
the office of elder in Titus 1:6-8, Paul focuses on character qualities. But, in terms of what elders
should do, Paul instructs Titus,
He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give
instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it (Titus 1:9,
ESV).182
Gordon D. Fee and W. Ward Gasque, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, New International Biblical Commentary, vol.
13 (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1988), 12-14.
179 “θεόπνευστος” appears only hear in the New Testament. It is has the idea of God being the wind in the sails
of the authors of Scripture such that they were “carried along” by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:19-21). Hence,
the Bible is God’s Word yet comes through the background, style, and personalities of the inspired authors.
180 In these verses he uses both the verb, “κηρύσσω”, “proclaim” and the noun “διδάσκαλος”, “teaching.”
181 John Piper, Advice to Pastors: Preach the Word(Desiring God Ministries, 1996, accessed September 24
2004); available from http://www.desiringgod.org/library/topics/leadership/advice_preach.html. Piper
points out that there are five ways in this passage which Paul intensifies the command. 1. “I solemnly charge
you;” 2. “in the presence of God;” 3. “and of Christ Jesus” (both the Father and the Son have a great concern in
this matter); 4. “who is to judge the living and the dead” 5. “and by his appearing and his kingdom”
182 More literally, “ἀντεχόμενον του̂ κατὰ τὴν διδαχὴν πιστου̂ λόγου, ἵνα δυνατὸς ᾐ̂ καὶ παρακαλει̂ν ἐν τῃ̂
διδασκαλίᾳ τῃ̂ ὑγιαινούσῃ καὶ τοὺς ἀντιλέγοντας ἐλέγχειν.”/ “Hold firmly according to as it was taught the
178
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In 1 Timothy 1:2 he simply says that elders must be “διδακτικόν”/“able to teach.”183
James points to the gravity of preaching and teaching when he warns his readers: “Not
many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness (James 3:1, ESV).” Pastoral search committees must keep in mind
that their first goal is not to call a preacher who can manage the staff or administrate Christian
education. He must be “apt to teach.” And, when they do extend a call to a new preacher, they
are calling him to greater accountability with God.
Thus far, in Chapter 2, we have seen from the Bible that we need to regularly ingest the
Word of God. Further, one of the central ways that God feeds us in the age of the Church is
through the preaching of those gifted by the Spirit to proclaim the Word. Hughes summarizes:
The primary means of grace is that of Holy Scripture, from which our whole knowledge
of the Christian faith is derived and the chief purpose of which is to communicate to us
the saving grace of the gospel of Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 3:15; John 20:31). Preaching,
which is the proclamation of the dynamic truth of the gospel, is, as the teaching and
practice of Christ himself and his apostles show, a man of grace of the utmost importance
(Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8; Romans 1:16; 10:11-15; 1 Corinthians 1:17-18, 23).184
So we have seen, again and again the Scriptures emphasize the need for the Word to be
preached. Having said that, not everything that purports to be preaching actually is preaching.
Paul warned Timothy:
For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn
away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be soberminded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry (2 Timothy
4:3-5, ESV).
This is similar to the indictment given to the prophets in Jeremiah’s day.

faithful word, for the purpose of being able to exhort according to healthy teaching and refuting those who
oppose it.”
183 “Able to teach” in the Greek New Testament translates the one word, “διδακτικός.” It appears only here and
2 Timothy 2:24 in the New Testament.
184 P.E. Hughes, "Grace, Means Of," in The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, ed. Walter A. Elwell (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1984), 482.
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What can I say for you, to what compare you, O daughter of Jerusalem? What can I liken
to you, that I may comfort you, O virgin daughter of Zion? For your ruin is vast as the
sea; who can heal you? Your prophets have seen for you false and deceptive visions;
they have not exposed your iniquity to restore your fortunes, but have seen for you
oracles that are false and misleading (Lamentations 2:13-14).
So the next question that arises is, “How can local churches be sure that the preaching they are
receiving is actually the meal they need?” No church wants for their ruin to be as “vast as the
sea.” The best answer to that question is that churches should commit to hearing God’s Word
through expository preaching. Robinson gives this definition of expository preaching.
Expository preaching is the communication of a biblical concept, derived from and
transmitted through a historical, grammatical, and literary study of a passage in its
context, which the Holy Spirit first applies to the personality and experience of the
preacher, then through the preacher, applies to the hearers. 185
Note that, in this definition, “an historical-grammatical literary study” occurs twice. The biblical
concept is derived from a study of the passage and it is also transmitted through a study of the
passage. At the heart of this definition is the commitment to proclaim a biblical concept. This is
what ensures that it is “sound teaching.”186 Expository preaching moves from the message given
in its original context, to the transcendent truth, to the application of that truth in the life of the
preacher and his audience. 187 Sunukjian teaches, “The essence of biblical expository preaching is
that it presents the true and exact meaning of the author, in a manner that is relevant to the
contemporary listener.”188 Fabarez boils a definition of expository preaching down to these bare
bones. “(1) It clearly derives its content from the Bible. (2) It accurately explains what the Bible
Haddon Robinson, Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Messages, 2nd ed. (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2001), 21.
186 “But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine (Titus 2:1).” The Greek word translated “sound”
is “ὑγιαίνω.” It could also be translated “healthy.” Arndt, Gingrich, Danker, and Bauer, 1023. Marshall calls it
“vigorous teaching.” He suggests that this may be a metonymy for “teachers of sound doctrine.” I. Howard
Marshall and Philip Towner, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Pastoral Epistles (Edinburgh: T&T
Clark, 1999), 801-802.
187 See, Timothy S. Warren, "The Theological Process in Sermon Preparation," Bibliotheca Sacra 156 (1999).
Warren provides a thorough discussion of how sermon preparation should move from an exegetical idea, to a
theological idea, ultimately to a homiletical one.
188 Donald R. Sunukjian, Unpublished notes on Expository Preaching, 2003, 1.
185
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is saying; and (3) It effects the change God intends for the Bible to effect.” 189 By beginning with
the Word, and what it is saying, there can be confidence that the Word is being preached and that
the Bible is not a kind of springboard for the preacher to jump into whatever pool he cares to
swim in on a given Sunday. Greidanus defends this position well:
The outstanding characteristic of expository preaching is that it uses the Bible as the
source for its preaching; it seeks to give an exposition of a biblical passage. By contrast,
nonbiblical topical preaching presents neither text nor exposition. Although it is possible
to preach topical sermons that are biblical, in actual practice they often turn out to be
flights of fancy which have little or nothing to do with biblical thought. 190
It is critical that we have this confidence that it is a biblical message that is proclaimed.
Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:
Preaching works as a channel of God’s active grace only when it is formed by and comes
out of the Bible . . . Only if preaching comes from the Bible is it a means of grace.
Otherwise the preacher's words remain just human words, without God's powerful, saving
action working through them by his Spirit. 191
Mayhue adds:
Yet this brief survey is enough to conclude that the one common link in all the biblical
terms in their contexts is a focus on the things of God and Scripture as exclusively central
in the preacher’s message. Without question, this feature alone marks the uniqueness of
scriptural preaching. A biblical and theological content is the sine qua non, or
indispensable quality, of New Testament proclamation. 192
We need God’s powerful Word. Preaching is God’s plan. Expository preaching best ensures that
it is God’s Word we are preaching rather than a scratch for itching ears. True authoritative
preaching happens when the sermon is clearly connected to the text. 193
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It is conceded that preaching doesn’t have to be expository in order to be biblical.
However, the point is that expository preaching best ensures that God’s Word is preached. It is
more difficult to be true to the Bible when a sermon is topical. Pritchard summarizes why this is
the case.
When an evangelical preacher is speaking topically, he is summarizing what he believes
the whole of the Bible is saying on a particular topic. Yet without a substantial
theological education and training, it is unrealistic to expect a teacher to summarize a
balanced understanding of the whole of biblical teaching. It is asking a pastor to given an
oral systematic theology even though he has never seriously studied systematic
theology.194
We might add to that, even if he has studied systematic theology, a pastor probably does not
have the time each week to thoroughly study what the Bible says about a given topic. It is better
to begin with the text and let it speak through expository preaching.
At the end of the day, the best thing to be said about expository preaching is this. It will
necessarily be Christ-centered. This is because the Bible is a true story. Any story has a plot or a
central conflict that moves toward resolution. 195 In the story of Scripture, the central conflict is
that God placed Adam and Eve as his special vice regents over His good and perfect Creation.
But, they rebelled against God and so all the consequences of Sin came about. Everyone and
everything was in bondage to death and decay and subject to the wrath of God. The Bible is all
about redemption or how God is buying back His people and Creation from the consequences of
Sin. He is doing that through His only begotten Son. That being the case, if we make sure to
proclaim the Word, then we will ultimately proclaim the Son. The Apostle Paul said it this way:
As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. For the Son of
God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was
not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. For all the promises of God find their Yes in
G.A. Pritchard, Willow Creek Seeker Services: Evaluating a New Way of Doing Church (Grand Rapids: Baker,
1996), 274.
195 See Leland Ryken, How to Read the Bible as Literature. . . And Get More Out of It (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1984), 40–49.
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him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory. And it is
God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and who has also put his
seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee (2 Co 1:18-22, ESV,
emphasis added).
Notice the emphasis. Christ is the validation of all Scripture. If we preach the Word, we will
preach Him, because He is the center of the Bible and the validation of all it promises. Pastoral
search committees who commit to expository preaching can be confident the preaching in their
church will be Christ-centered. This does not mean that every message will explicitly focus on
the Cross. Rather, as Bryan Chappell says:
A truly expository Christ-centered sermon is not so concerned with the location of
the cross in the message as with the necessity that each listener walk away from the
sermon with a keen awareness of the personal import of God’s redeeming work. 196
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